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SECURITY

1) Air Security Ramps Up

The U.S. Transportation Security Administration has said that airlines must screen at least 75% of cargo loaded in the United States by May 1, according to a message posted last week on the air cargo portion of its Web site. The new requirement is a sign that officials are concerned the industry has not taken enough voluntary measures to help meet the Aug. 1 mandate to screen all cargo on passenger planes. Under a 2007 security law, half of all air cargo on passenger aircraft had to be screened as of Feb. 1, 2009. The law applies to the piece level, meaning half -- and now 75% -- of pieces in a multilot pallet must be checked. To help achieve the intermediate goal last year, the agency ordered airlines to screen all cargo placed on narrow-body planes.

MARITIME TRANSPORT

2) A Wikipedia of the Waves: SKEMA database project surfs ahead

To become the Wikipedia of the maritime transport domain: that is the ambition of the European Commission-supported website project SKEMA, which was at the centre of a maritime and logistics presentation day in Copenhagen on February 18. The project to date has had little publicity for its initial stages, but the Danish rendezvous marked a departure point for the intended involvement of vast swathes of shipping brainpower, or stakeholders as participants in wide-ranging ventures are known these days.

SKEMA will facilitate the exchange of information and knowledge to raise awareness of relevant research, technologies and best practice. It is a three year project, which aims to see the site much more prolifically populated in the coming months, so that by June 2011 it should be really buzzing and of great value to both business and academia.  It should support every researcher or business person that needs quality reliable data and information, fast. It will develop an interactive facility and take successful sites such as BBC News and Amazon Books as an inspiration. 

Article Source - Bow Wave - The marine and transport e-zine.  

Published free of charge to over 15 000 Readers in 120 Countries

If you would like to subscribe type subscribe in the subject line and send an e-mail to sam@wavyline.com
ROAD TRANSPORT

3) 8th IRU Symposium of Lawyers addresses road security challenges

Some 60 lawyers, professors, insurers and Transport Ministry representatives specialised in transport law and insurance issues from around 20 countries participated today in the 8th IRU Symposium of Lawyers, Members of the IRU International Legal Assistance Network, to discuss Security in road transport throughout the supply chain and explore the means to enhance trade and road transport security. Topics discussed by participants included:

· the current difficulties faced by transport operators and drivers in terms of recurrent attacks on roads and parking areas as well as infringements to the free movement of people; 

· the fluctuating justice concerning theft of vehicles and goods, ranging from no responsibility to the full liability of transport operators; and 

· the Conditions to be met by transport operators to have their liabilities covered by insurers

The participants concluded that in order to enhance security, priority must be given to simplifying, harmonising, and improving the enforcement of existing rules and regulations rather than implementing new ones, citing for example the TIR Convention as the best existing multilateral instrument to implement the WCO SAFE Framework of Standards, including AEO status. 

More info here 

4) Call for tender to assess the benefits of the EGNOS services

The main purpose of this contract is to cover the complete decision process of a road transport operator and come to an argumented yes / no decision on the use of EGNOS for future business. The contractor will assess the technical and business opportunities offered by EGNOS, according to his own business criteria and consequently build a sound cost/benefit analysis.

For full details and application details please go here 

RAIL TRANSPORT

5) Third Franco-Italian rail freight crossing?





French and Italian regional authorities are examining the feasibility of building a new rail tunnel, under Montgenèvre (Monginevro), at the head of the Durance Valley. Julius Caesar used it on several occasions. Charles VIII used it in 1494. Scholars argue over whether Hannibal used it in 218 BC. In future, freight trains might rumble in a new tunnel beneath the 1850m high Col de Mongènevre (Monginevro). A E20M detailed study has been given the go-ahead and will take three years to complete. The rough cost estimate is in the E1-1.5B range. Should the 19 km long tunnel ever be built, it would be unlikely to enter service before 2023 at the earliest. At the moment rail freight has two crossings between France and Italy - in the north at Montcenis (being enlarged to accept 4m corner height trailers) and the coastal link between Nice and Genova. There is also a passenger rail connection at the foot of Montgenèvre. There are three Franco-Italian road crossings, at Mont Blanc (north), Fréjus (centre) and Menton-Ventimiglia (coastal road). 

6) Parliamentary Question by Ivo Belet to the Commission

“The serious railway accident in Buizingen, Belgium, on 15 February 2010 is being blamed on the absence of an electronic safety system which automatically applies trains' brakes if they pass a red light. In addition to the national automatic train protection (ATP) systems, which have existed for years in some Member States, work is proceeding apace on the introduction of ERTMS (European Rail Traffic Management System) in Europe. To what extent and for how long have the various Member States been equipping their railway lines and trains with national ATP systems? What is the state of play with the introduction of ERTMS in the various Member States (both on trains and on railway lines)? In the case of Member States which do not yet have national train protection systems, is it still worthwhile to invest in them, in view of the ongoing introduction of ERTMS and the major investment involved in a changeover? How is the danger averted that railway infrastructure may be equipped with ERTMS but the trains may not, or vice versa? Does this problem arise at present, for example for intercity railway traffic on the Liège-Aachen line? What lessons should we perhaps learn here with regard to the liberalisation of the railways in Europe?”

7) Public investments in rail infrastructure pay off in many ways

Each publically invested Euro in rail infrastructure brings an added value of two euros for national economies, shows a new study carried out by the Institute for Advanced Studies (IHS) in Vienna/Austria. In addition, just over half of the investments would be returned to the state in the form of taxes and social contributions. Until 2014, the Austrian federal railways (ÖBB) plan to invest around 34 billion euros in the construction and operation of rail infrastructure. The IHS study, presented on 24 February, now indicates that this investment can bring benefits of up to 72 billion euros to the Austrian economy in the long term - due to positive effects on GDP and a multiplier effect on the economy. An investment of one billion euros in rail infrastructure will furthermore create 17,000 jobs. High tax returns speak in favour of investing in environmentally sustainable rail transport: “We will accelerate the expansion of modern rail infrastructure in Austria, because we need a strong rail network,” said Austrian Transport Minister Doris Bures when presenting the study in Vienna. “These investments will create the basis for an efficient and environmentally friendly mobility of tomorrow,” she added.

Source: www.cer.be
AIR TRANSPORT

8) Single European Sky commitment at the Madrid Declaration

In a high-level Conference held in Madrid this week under the auspices of the European Commission and the Spanish Presidency, all stakeholders of the European aviation community agreed to give the necessary impetus to a timely implementation of the Single European Sky. The Single European Sky should cut the cost of flying in half, decrease the environmental impact of flights by 10%, and improve capacity and the already very high safety record of European airspace. The Single European Sky reform was initially launched in 2004 to redesign the European sky according to traffic flows rather than national borders.

A Circular will soon be made available to CLECAT members

9) January airfreight demand shows further improvement

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) has announced that January 2010 demand for international scheduled air traffic showed continuing improvement, with international cargo demand up 28.3% with only a 3.7% increase in capacity. This pushed the cargo load factor to 49.6%, a significant change from the 40.1% recorded in January 2009. There are large geographical differences in the improvements. The strongest upturns have been seen in markets where economic recovery from the recession has been strongest - Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. Compared to the low point in the cycle (December 2008 - January 2009), international freight traffic has regained about 28.3%, although this is still 3-4% below the early- 2008 peak level. The sharp improvement in airfreight, which accelerated to 3% in January compared with December, is being driven by businesses re-stocking depleted inventories. This part of the inventory cycle will not last much longer. Durable airfreight growth will require consumers to start buying again and businesses to return to making investments. While these improvements are beginning to be seen in Asia, Europe and North America lag behind. With an 11.6% improvement in January compared to the previous year, carriers in Europe stand out for their sluggish demand recovery. Freight volumes are only 7% above the December 2008 low and 15% below the cycle peak.

10) Georgia to gradually integrate into the European common aviation market

Georgia and the European Union have initialled a comprehensive air services agreement at a meeting in Tbilisi, Georgia, today which will open up and integrate the respective markets, strengthen cooperation and offer new opportunities for consumers and operators. Following three rounds of negotiations over the past six months, the two sides have agreed to develop a "Common Aviation Area" between Georgia and the EU, within two years after signature, based on common rules in important areas such as aviation safety and security. The agreement aims to open the respective markets and to integrate Georgia into a wider European Common Aviation Area. Georgia will harmonise its legislation with European standards and implement EU aviation rules in areas such as aviation safety, security, environment, consumer protection, air traffic management, economic regulation, competition issues and social aspects. As a result of the agreement, all EU airlines will be able to operate direct flights to Georgia from anywhere in the EU and vice versa for Georgian carriers. The agreement will remove all restrictions on prices and the number of weekly flights between Georgia and the EU.
LOGISTICS

11) European Freight Forwarding Index shows increased volumes

Danske Banks “European Freight Forwarding Index” European Freight Forwarding index is picking up on both the current and expected situation and is sending a clear signal that the recovery in the freight market is intact and that volumes are coming back now, where industrial companies are back from a prolonged Christmas holiday. Recent port statistics show a strong start to 2010 (Shanghai volumes +18% y/y in January) and the strong trend in airfreight volumes from December (IATA cargo volumes +24%) is continuing into 2010 based on individual airline statistics (Airfrance-KLM, Lufthansa, Cathay Pacific). It seems that the freight market is still in a recovery mode, although the recovery is only slow and gradual. The recovery view is also supported by forward looking macro economic indicators for Western Europe.

[image: image1.png]



Source Danske Bank

GENERAL MATTERS

12) Electric vehicles 'no greener than diesel', study claims

Switching from diesel to electric will not dent transport's carbon footprint over the next 15 years as long as Europe's electricity supply remains based on fossil fuels, according to Danish analysis. The study, prepared for the Danish Petroleum Industry Association by consultancy Ea Energy Analyses, compared the CO2 emissions of vehicles using different engine technologies from petrol and diesel to hybrid, plug-in hybrid and electric. It found that carbon emissions per kilometre barely differed between the different vehicles when considering the full 'well-to-wheel' energy production cycle, a trend that they expect to continue until 2025. According to the analysis, CO2 emissions from hybrids and electrics are similar, while diesel emits 8% more carbon. Emissions from petrol, on the other hand, are around 35% higher due to less efficient use of energy compared to diesel, they said. The study demonstrates that while electric vehicles have the lowest 'tail-pipe' emissions, they cannot attain the same travel ranges or top speeds as conventional ones. An electric car that could cover a similar distance with one charge would in fact produce more CO2 emissions than diesel vehicles, as it is heavier and requires more energy, it says.

13) EU lawmakers call for stricter green rulebook

The whole debate on implementing the EU's environmental rulebook is becoming "increasingly absurd," said MEP Dagmar Roth-Behrendt (Germany, S&D) on Tuesday (23 February). It is a "sobering fact" that member states are trying at all costs to avoid implementing the legislation they themselves adopt, she argued. During an exchange of views with the Commission on the implementation of EU green laws, MEPs on the Parliament's environment committee said they have the right to know who is failing to transpose the various EU laws and suggested that the EU executive should hand out country lists on the matter. Some even suggested establishing an early-warning system to identify those who are not on track. In a resolution adopted earlier this month, the Parliament called on the Commission to provide the House with more and quicker information on all infringement procedures if requested.

14) EU export support schemes a 'dead weight loss'

Some publicly-funded support schemes for European exporters only help companies expand into markets they would have moved into anyway. The comprehensive study for the European Commission reveals a "substantial dead-weight loss effect" and questions the impact of some schemes designed to boost internationalisation in the small business sector. A survey commissioned as part of the report shows that 37% of SMEs availing of business support initiatives said the schemes "merely facilitated operations without resulting necessarily in more or earlier international activities". The vast majority of companies welcomed the backing of public authorities but around 10% said it was of "no help at all". The report, produced by consulting firm EIM, also reveals that awareness and use of public support schemes remains low across Europe and recommends vigorous efforts to raise awareness. According to the authors, policy measures aimed at stimulating innovation and internationalisation should be produced in tandem as there is a strong link between activities in international markets and innovation.

Source Euractiv

15) On-line survey on FDI policies and their impact

As part of the European Regional Economic Forum 2010, the EREF are conducting a survey on FDI policies and their impact. The Survey is available here if anyone wishes to take part, we will receive the study based on this survey early next month, which will be passed on to you. The upcoming Forum will be under the title “Competencies and Values for Sustainable, Knowledge-based Competitiveness – a New Agenda for European Regions”

16) EU strengthens the European Neighbourhood Policy 

Over EUR 5,7 billion will be allocated in the next three years to reinforce political cooperation and promote economic integration between the EU and its neighbours. Funding will go to support political and economic reforms, regional and cross-border cooperation in the partner countries covered by the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI). It will also support projects in areas like climate change, transport, energy and environment. EU neighbours will receive more than EUR 2 billion in 2013, compared with EUR 1,6 billion in 2010.

17) Decisions on mergers & State aid
17.1 Commission investigation into State loan to Slovak Rail Freight Company

The European Commission has launched an in-depth investigation to ascertain whether the loan granted by the Slovak State to Železničná spoločnosť Cargo Slovakia a.s (ZSSK Cargo) is compatible with the EU State aid rules. At this stage the Commission believes that the loan - which the Slovak rail freight company will use to finance costs linked to the operation of the company - could constitute State aid that is incompatible with the internal market. Under the Government Decree n° 173 of 4 March 2009, the Slovak authorities granted a loan of €166 million to the Slovak freight rail operator ZSSK Cargo to enable it to cope with financial problems. At this stage, the Commission is concerned that this measure in favour of ZSSK Cargo might constitute illegal State aid. Launching this procedure will enable the Commission to examine in detail the exact nature of this measure and the conditions under which the aid has been granted. In this context, the Commission will assess whether a private investor would have acted in the same way as the Slovak Government.

17.2 Financière Ermewa acquisition by SNCF given go ahead

The European Commission has given the go-ahead for Genève-based wagon leasing firm Financière Ermewa to be acquired by SNCF subsidiary Transport et Logistique Partenaires, subject to the condition that the Swiss firm's cereal transport activities are divested. Ermewa was previously owned by TLP and Citerne Invest. TLP is already involved in cereal transport by rail, and the European Commission's market investigation found that the acquisition of Citerne Invest's 51·4% stake in Ermewa would combine the two main players in the sector, and as a result was likely to raise competition concerns in France, Benelux, Italy and part of Germany.

17.3 Commission clears acquisition of Freepoint Tug by Statoil and Svitzer

The European Commission has granted clearance under the EU Merger Regulation to the acquisition of sole control of Freepoint Tug & Towing Services, of The Bahamas, by Statoil South Riding Point LLC, which belongs to Statoil ASA of Norway and Svitzer Ltd, which is part of the A.P. Møller-Mærsk A/S group of Denmark. Statoil South is a provider of oil storage and trans-shipment services. Statoil is an integrated oil and gas company. Svitzer is a provider of towage, salvage and other offshore supports services. AP Møller is an international conglomerate, mainly active in maritime transport. Freepoint is a tugboat operator on the island of Grand Bahama. The operation was examined under the simplified merger review procedure.

18) Brief News
18.1 Ombudsman criticises Commission for failure to cooperate 

The European Ombudsman, P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, has criticised the European Commission for failing to honour its duty under the Treaty on European Union to cooperate with him sincerely and in good faith. The case concerns access to documents relating to CO2 emissions from cars. Fifteen months have now passed since the Ombudsman issued a recommendation calling on the Commission to release three letters which the German car company, Porsche AG, had sent to former Commission Vice-President, Günter Verheugen. Although the Commission accepted the recommendation on 30 September 2009, it has so far failed to put it into effect. The case originated with a complaint from the environmental NGO Friends of the Earth Europe, whose request for access to a number of documents on car emissions the Commission refused. The Ombudsman has now sent a Special Report about this case to the European Parliament, asking for its support in ensuring that the Commission cooperate sincerely with him in the future. The Ombudsman's Special Report is available here 

18.2 Radio spectrum: public consultation on future policy; 22-23 March Summit

The European Commission has launched a consultation on strategic priorities for an EU radio spectrum policy programme for 2011-2015. Access to radio spectrum is essential for a huge range of activities from telephony and broadcasting through to transport and space applications. Wide and fair access to radio spectrum is crucial to ensure that EU citizens in both urban and rural areas can enjoy the benefits of digital technology. Better use of spectrum could also give Europe's economy a boost since rolling out fast wireless services would enhance competitiveness and growth. Industry, consumers and other stakeholders are invited to respond to the consultation by 9 April. A "Spectrum Summit" held jointly by the Commission and the European Parliament will take place on 22/23 March to discuss Europe's spectrum priorities.

More info can be found here
18.3 The agenda of the upcoming Transport Council

Go here for the agenda

18.4 New regional roads, ports, airports and power generation schemes in Africa

In 2009, a total of 11 grant operations were approved by the EU-Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund to build large-scale energy, transport and information and communication technology infrastructures of regional importance across Africa. The Trust Fund, managed by the European Investment Bank, further expanded its budget in 2009. Total grant resources of € 372 million have been provided to the Fund since its launch and could leverage up to € 5 billion in loans from European or international development financial institutions and the private sector. The European Commission, the main contributor to the Fund, increased its participation by € 200 million.

18.5 Commission steps up biomass use 

A major European Commission research initiative to improve and increase the sustainable use of biomass has started today. Researchers and industry will work together to develop new ways to convert biological feedstock into energy and other valuable resources, using biorefinery technology. The Commission is providing € 52 million in funding over four years. Its 81 partners from universities, research institutes and industry in 20 countries will invest another € 28 million. The programme will contribute to the European Lead Market initiative on Bio-Based products. It aims to help transform innovation into commercial products and services. Biorefinery research will also contribute to the implementation of the European Energy & Climate Package. The goal is to ensure that at least 10% of the energy used for transport, in every Member State, comes from renewable sources and especially biofuels. Biorefinery is also an important feature of the Bio-energy European Industrial Initiative, one of the six industrial initiatives in the European Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan. The objective is for bioenergy to make up at least 14 % of the EU energy mix by 2020. More than 200,000 jobs could be created. More information here
18.6 Commission proposes new economic strategy in Europe.

The European Commission has launched the Europe 2020 Strategy to go out of the crisis and prepare EU economy for the next decade. The Commission identifies three key drivers for growth, to be implemented through concrete actions at EU and national levels: smart growth (fostering knowledge, innovation, education and digital society), sustainable growth (making our production more resource efficient while boosting our competitiveness) and inclusive growth (raising participation in the labour market, the acquisition of skills and the fight against poverty). This battle for growth and jobs requires ownership at top political level and mobilisation from all actors across Europe.

More info can be found here  

18.7 EU PILOT – getting quick answers to complaints by citizens and business

The European Commission has presented today its first Evaluation Report on the functioning of 'EU Pilot' - the method introduced to improve the assistance to citizens and business on the application of EU law. It shows how the Commission and fifteen Member States are working to increase their co-operation to reduce the number of formal infringement procedures and get results for citizens and business quicker.

More info here 

19) Interesting publications
19.1 2010 Logistics CIO Report - based on the results of an annual survey that had an overwhelming response this year of more than 150 executives in supply chain and transport & logistics fields. The report can be downloaded now from here.

20) Forthcoming events
20.1 Policy Dialogue ICT for a Green Economy

on Thursday 11 March 2010, 10.30-12.30 (registration from 10.00) at Résidence Palace (Polak Room), 155 Rue de la Loi, 1040 Brussels For registration send a mail to N.News@epc.eu 

If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:
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Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52
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