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SECURITY

Council on Aviation Security Charges

The Council took note of a progress report on a proposal for a directive establishing common principles for the levying of security charges at EU airports (6439/10). The common framework proposed is designed to guarantee non-discrimination and transparency, to provide sufficient possibility for consultation with respect to the level of the security charges and to ensure that these charges are directly related to the cost of providing aviation security. Furthermore, an independent supervisory authority should be established in each Member State to ensure correct application of the directive. The state of play on this proposal has not much changed since the last progress report presented to the Council at its December meeting. Under these circumstances, the Council agreed to await the European Parliament's position at first reading, likely to be adopted in April 2010, and invited its preparatory bodies to resume examination once the European Parliament has voted on the proposal. For more information, please see the relevant CLECAT circulars

MARITIME TRANSPORT

Commission urges MS to ensure maritime piracy measures are applied

The European Commission today adopted a recommendation addressed to the Member States to ensure the effective application of measures for self-protection and for preventing acts of piracy and armed attacks against ships. These measures – known as 'Best Management Practices' (BMP) – have been adopted by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). The situation off the coast of Somalia is particularly worrying. At the moment (9 March 2010), 11 ships and 183 seamen are being held captive by pirates. The EU NAVFOR-ATALANTA military operation – the first naval operation conducted under the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) – is helping to deter, prevent and suppress acts of piracy and armed robbery off the coast of Somalia. As part of this operation, the Maritime Security Centre of the Horn of Africa (MSC-HOA) enables shipping companies and ships to register with the MSC-HOA before sailing through the Gulf of Aden so that they can be given information about the area and be tracked by ATALANTA forces. Unfortunately, about a quarter of the vessels of all states passing through the area are still failing to register with the Maritime Security Centre of the Horn of Africa. Such vessels are therefore not covered by the measures implemented to ensure their passage through that area. For that reason, and in order to facilitate the effective and harmonised application of the preventive measures, which have been warmly welcomed in international circles, the Commission is now calling on Member States to ensure that their maritime operators are aware of all these measures for self-protection and prevention of acts of piracy.

New Database on EU-Funded Projects in Maritime Regions

DG Mare has published the final report of a study by European Research Cooperation on behalf of the European Commission on the EU funded maritime-related projects in coastal regions. The Commission launched this initiative to establish a database since it believes the transparency with respect to these projects and their funding should be increased in view of facilitating and inspiring future regional development strategies in our coastal regions. The final report of the study sums up the findings of the database on EU funded projects, providing information on the spending of EU funds on maritime projects during nine years (period 2000-200). The appendix ("country files") provides information on the number of projects and the EU budget spent on maritime-related projects at Member State, NUTS I, NUTS II and NUTS III level. A tool to search the database itself will be available online at the end of April 2010. Besides the full inventory of maritime projects the database contains a sample of illustrative projects developed in coastal regions across Europe. The report and its country files can be downloaded here.

ROAD TRANSPORT

GINA moves on 

The GINA (GNSS for Innovative road Applications) project has just entered its second and most critical phase with the launch of the first large demonstrator of a GNSS-based Road User Charging scheme. To be conducted in the Netherlands over an overall period of six months, this demonstration’s objective is to show how and with what performance GNSS technology based on European GNSS infrastructure can support the implementation of a RUC scheme and justify its added value as compared with GPS-only. The trials consist of two parts, i.e. the exhaustive trials and the end-to-end trials. The exhaustive trials will be carried out over a period of 4 weeks, whereby 2 vehicles equipped with I-20 OBUs and high performance reference equipment will follow pre-determined routes defined by the project. Each route will be repeated approximately 20 times in order to enable the gathering of data for statistically significant results. The objective of the exhaustive trials will be test the performance of EGNOS in terms of accuracy and integrity compared to a GPS system. Additionally, aspects such as the distance measurement accuracy, the performance in the identification of geo-objects and the overall charging accuracy of the system will be also analysed. The end-to-end trials will last six months, during which 100 vehicles fitted with I-20 OBUs will be driving around the Netherlands freely, i.e. without a pre-determined route.

AIR TRANSPORT

Commission market tests commitments proposed by BA, AA and Iberia concerning transatlantic co-operation

The European Commission today has invited comments from interested parties on commitments proposed by British Airways, American Airlines and Iberia to address concerns that their planned alliance may harm customers on transatlantic routes. In September 2009, the Commission sent a Statement of Objections to the three airlines expressing concerns that their extensive cooperation, which involves revenue-sharing and joint management of schedules, pricing and capacity, may be in breach of EU antitrust rules. The parties have notably offered to make landing and take off slots available at London Heathrow, London Gatwick and/or New York John F. Kennedy airports to facilitate entry of competitors on routes to New York, Boston, Dallas and Miami. If the market test confirms that the proposed commitments remedy the competition concerns, the Commission may adopt a decision under Article 9 of Regulation 1/2003, making the commitments legally binding on the parties.

Council briefing on 2nd stage air services negotiations with the USA

The Council was briefed by the Commission on the state of play of the negotiations on a second stage air services agreement with the United States, which is to further develop the EU-US "Open Skies" agreement signed in 2007 and provisionally applied since March 2008. The seventh and latest round of negotiations took place in Madrid on 15-17 February 2010. The Council welcomed the significant progress achieved in that round in areas such as environmental protection, labour standards, competition rules and reciprocal recognition of regulatory decisions. In previous rounds common ground had already been found in particular on aviation security issues and on the management of the agreement. The Council reiterated that it is important to reach a new transport agreement in 2010. It noted, however, that some obstacles still need to be overcome. Ministers underlined in particular the importance of opening further transatlantic investment opportunities for the airline industry. The Council urged the Commission to continue negotiations.  A further round of negotiations is to be held on 23-25 March in Brussels, with the intention to reach agreement on the outstanding issues. The 2007 "Open Skies" agreement established a framework for regulatory cooperation with the US and brought new commercial freedoms for airline operators. However, it did not fully open access to the US domestic market. It therefore included a roadmap for new negotiations, which were initiated in May 2008.

Parliamentary Question on the EU-Mexico Agreement on air services

ORAL QUESTION for Question Time at the part-session in April 2010 pursuant to Rule 116 of the Rules of Procedure by Silvia-Adriana Ţicău to the Council.

“The Spanish Presidency of the European Union has adopted as one of its priorities the strengthening of the dialogue between the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean. The Spanish Council Presidency has undertaken to lay emphasis on the strategic nature of the relationship between the EU and Mexico and to move forward the negotiations on agreements between the EU and Central America, the Andean Countries and Mercosur. One facet of the dialogue between the EU and Mexico is the adoption of a Council decision on the signing of an agreement between the European Community and the United Mexican States on certain aspects of air services. In view of the importance of that agreement for cooperation between the EU and Mexico, could the Council indicate what stage has been reached in the adoption of that decision?”

CUSTOMS AND TAXATION 

The Brussels Tax Forum 2010 available online

The Brussels Tax Forum is an annual conference that brings together policy makers, experts, stakeholders and the general public from all over the world to discuss tax issues of particular political and general interest. The Brussels Tax Forum is hosted in Brussels by the EU Commissioner responsible for Taxation and Customs Union. The topic chosen for 2010 was 'Tax Policies for a Post-Crisis World'. The conference focused on the lessons to be learned from the crisis for tax policy, how to reform in the current context, and which reforms to implement. The Brussels Tax Forum took place in Brussels on 1 and 2 March 2010. The complete video of the conference is available here

· Video of the first day: part 1 and part 2
· Video of the second day: part 1, part 2, part 3 and part 4
· Press conference on 01/03/10
LOGISTICS

EIA wants to produce a Port/Hinterland Atlas

The European Intermodal Association (EIA) has taken the initiative to gather new statistics, graphs and maps in order to be presented in atlas format. The publication would cover amongst other things trade and transport freight volumes import/export; flows and networks of infrastructures rail, road, waterborne; ports and inland terminals locations, modal share, capacities, bottlenecks; listing of rail and intermodal operators etc.

It is EIA’s intention to turn this product into an annual publication as there is a need from the industrial side for compound data cconcerning port-hinterland networks are produced (be it best practices or stats). The publication would not only be a promotional tool, statistics overview and Directory, but should also be used as a ‘lobby’ tool moving towards the European Commission’s TEN-T who have urgently requested more ‘infra / terminal’ statistics from the intermodal port-hinterland ‘sector’. The draft results will be discussed on March 26 during a Round Table event ‘Port – Hinterland’ in Hamburg. Info & registration event: here
GENERAL MATTERS

CEN-CENELEC SME Helpdesk 

CEN and CENELEC have announced the launch of the CEN-CENELEC SME Helpdesk, which will provide on-demand advice and information to support European Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) on standardization related issues. The task of the SME Helpdesk will be to introduce European SMEs to the knowledge and business tools required to access the European Standardization System of CEN and CENELEC through: 

· free information, with links to brochures and presentations;

· first-line advice through consultation of appropriate experts via e-mail; 

· investigation of other support measures, including training and  mentoring to help European SMEs which wish to understand more and contribute to European standardization

Services provided by the SME Helpdesk are free of charge and are offered either online or by telephone. The SME Helpdesk will respond to enquiries within 5 working days. A dedicated e-mail address has been set up at sme@cencenelec.eu and a dedicated webpage has been launched: www.cen.eu/go/sme. The management of the SME Helpdesk is under the responsibility of the CEN-CENELEC Innovation Department, which will ensure coordination with dedicated SME ‘Envoys’ at national level tasked with responding to enquiries. The SME Helpdesk will also provide a range of practical training tools in web-based format and training workshops. The creation of the CEN-CENELEC SME Helpdesk is the first outcome of a newly formed CEN-CENELEC SME-Working Group

European Commission Releases Strategy on Global Action after Copenhagen

The Commission has released a strategy to help maintain the momentum on global action to tackle climate change after the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference. The strategy is contained in a Commission Communication titled “ International climate change policy post-Copenhagen: Acting now to reinvigorate global action on climate change” The strategy supports the swift implementation of the Copenhagen Accord, particularly the fast-start funding. According to the Communication, the EU should continue to advocate for a robust and legally binding global agreement that involves all countries, integrating the Copenhagen Accord into the UN negotiations. The Commission suggests focusing first on the adoption of a balanced set of concrete, action-oriented decisions at the 16th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 16) to the UNFCCC to be held in Cancun, Mexico, at the end of 2010, and then continue work leading to the adoption of a legally binding agreement in South Africa in 2011, at COP 17. The Commission notes that the Kyoto Protocol will remain the central building block of the UN process but recommends addressing the question of its limited coverage of big emitters and its serious weaknesses, such as banking of surplus emission budgets from the 2008-2012 period into future commitment periods and accounting rules for land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF) emissions from developed countries. In this respect, the Commission commits to assess the merits and drawbacks of alternative legal forms, including of a second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol.

Commission grants Germany more time to comply with EU air quality legislation

The European Commission today granted Germany additional time to comply with EU legislation on air quality. The decision relates to a request for temporary exemptions in five additional zones or agglomerations from the EU's air quality standards for dangerous airborne particles known as PM 10 in the Länder of North-Rhine Westphalia and Saxony. The Commission decision today exempts until 11 June 2011 five more air quality zones from the obligation to meet the PM 10 limit values. This means the Commission has now adopted a position on all zones in Germany known to be in excess of the PM 10 limit values in 2007. Twenty-two decisions on time extensions for PM 10 concerning 18 Member States have now been taken. The Commission has decided that the conditions for an exemption were satisfied in 54 air quality zones in nine Member States. In these cases, it has been demonstrated that compliance will be achieved at the expiry of the time extension period through comprehensive air quality plans. Airborne particles (PM 10 ) are mainly emitted by industry, traffic and domestic heating and can cause asthma, cardiovascular problems, lung cancer and premature death.

NGOs take Commission to court over biofuels reports

Four environmental groups have sued the European Union's executive for withholding documents they say will add to a growing dossier of evidence that biofuels harm the environment and push up food prices. The lawsuit, lodged with the EU's General Court, the bloc's second highest court, alleges several violations of European laws on transparency and democracy. The suit was filed on 8 March by ClientEarth, Transport & Environment, the European Environmental Bureau and BirdLife International. Some of the documents raise the prospect of higher EU farm incomes, but cite concerns that plant-based biofuels could create food shortages for the worlds poorest. Others suggest biofuels can drive up demand for land, encouraging farmers in tropical areas to expand cropland into sensitive areas such as wetlands and rainforests - which would have a detrimental environmental impact. Burning forests can release so much CO2 as to cancel out any benefits sought from the biofuels. 

Small firms question EU accounting plans

EU plans to exempt smallest firms from having to draw up annual accounts came under fire from a leading European small business group claiming it will distort the internal market without cutting red tape. The European Parliament voted yesterday (10 March) to allow national governments to make "micro-companies" exempt from EU accounting rules. Firms will still have to keep records of their business transactions and the implementation of the proposal will be left to the discretion of individual member states. The Parliament said the exemption would primarily apply to local businesses with fewer than 10 employees. The plan has already caused consternation among governments and received a mixed response from business groups when it was initially floated by the EU executive. Diplomats from a number of member states have expressed concern that giving national ministers the power to exempt some businesses from European accounting directives would effectively mean falling back on national company law. Andrea Bernassi, UEAPME's general-secretary, said the move is unlikely to live up to MEPs' claims that it can save money for companies, but will "decrease transparency and create an uneven playing field between businesses operating in different member states". Firms will still have to file accounts for national administrations, banks, suppliers and customers, he said, casting doubt on suggestions that small businesses will face less red tape.

Šemeta seeks minimum tax on carbon emissions

Algirdas Šemeta, the new European commissioner for taxation, is planning to propose a minimum rate of tax on carbon across the whole European Union. The proposal, which was deemed too controversial for adoption during José Manuel Barroso's first administration, will provoke fierce opposition from countries opposed to EU involvement in taxation. A minimum carbon tax would be introduced through an amendment to the EU's energy taxation law, originally adopted in 1992 as part of the EU's efforts to build the internal market. The law sets minimum excise rates for energy sources such as petrol, coal, and natural gas when they are used as motor and heating fuel or to produce electricity. Under the current law, the tax to be paid is calculated according to the quantity of fuel that is consumed. Šemeta wants this changed so that it is calculated according to carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and energy content. Fuels with high CO2 emissions and low energy content would be taxed most heavily. A version of the draft legislation, prepared during Kovács' tenure, would have set a minimum excise rate of €10 per tonne of CO2 emitted. Officials said, however, that Šemeta's staff were carrying out a fresh impact assessment of the proposal, which could influence where the rate is set. Commission officials said that the proposal had a better prospect of success now than in the past because an increasing number of member states are adopting national carbon taxes, creating a need for EU rules to prevent distortions of the single market. 

Public Consultation on the Radio Spectrum Policy Programme 

On Thursday 4 March 2010, the Commission launched a public consultation on the Radio Spectrum Policy Programme. The purpose of this consultation document is to obtain comments and views from all interested stakeholders on the possible content of the first Radio Spectrum Policy Programme. More details here 

Council agrees EU position for CITES conference on endangered species

The Council today adopted the EU position on proposals submitted to the 15th conference of the parties to the Convention on international trade in endangered species of wild fauna and flora (CITES), to take place in Doha, Qatar, from 13 to 25 March 2010. The decision aims to preserve biodiversity by restricting international commerce in endangered species in the framework of CITES. The EU position on the proposed amendments of CITES is based on the conservation status of the species in question. It supports greater focus on the effective enforcement of CITES controls in order to reduce poaching and illegal trade. In particular, the EU is concerned by the poor conservation status of Atlantic Bluefin tuna, for which it supports a ban on international trade, provided that a number of conditions are fulfilled in order to ensure a viable future for fishermen affected by the new measures. The EU remains opposed to a resumption of commercial ivory trade unless adequate mechanisms ensure that this will not increase the illegal killing of elephants. The EU encourages all elephant range states to cooperate in the conservation and management of the species. The EU proposes that tighter controls of commerce in corals enter into force with a delay of 18 months while it will consider how to alleviate possible consequences on artisans within the EU.
Consultation on universal service principles in e-communications

DG Information Society and Media has launched a public consultation on future universal service principles in the area of electronic communications networks and services. A public workshop on this matter will be also held in Brussels on 30 March 2010 (see below). This consultation is part of the European Commission's follow-up to its Declaration on universal service to the European Parliament in the context of the negotiation of the 'Telecom Package' in 2009 and the second periodic review of the scope of universal service in 2008 (COM(2008) 572). The aim is to facilitate an open-ended and wide ranging public debate relating to the place of universal service provision in electronic communications in a competitive and rapidly-evolving digital environment. The consultation is facilitated by a questionnaire which sets out the key areas for discussion. More details including how to submit here 

Support for transport projects in reinforced European neighbourhood policy

The European commission will allocate over EUR 5, 7 billion in the next three years to reinforce political cooperation and promote economic integration between the EU and its neighbours. Funding will go to support political and economic reforms, regional and cross-border cooperation in the partner countries covered by the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI). It will also support projects in areas like climate change, transport, energy and environment. EU neighbours will receive more than EUR 2 billion in 2013, compared with EUR 1,6 billion in 2010. Following the mid term review of existing programmes with the neighbourhood countries the Commission adopted beginning March, 16 out of 19 ENPI programmes for 2011-2013, totalling € 4.2 billion i.e.:

· 13 new country programmes for Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Moldova, Morocco Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine.

· For the first time, a country programme for Libya.

· A new regional programme for the Eastern Neighbourhood (covering also 2010) to support the Eastern Partnership, the new Eastern dimension of the ENP

· A new Inter-Regional programme to finance students’ exchanges, university and cultural co-operation, contacts between local and regional authorities and to support physical investments in transport, energy and environment. This programme also includes specific support for co-operation activities with the Russian Federation.

Decisions on mergers & State aid
Commission clears JV between Wabco and Würth 

The European Commission has granted clearance under the EU Merger Regulation to a proposed joint venture between WABCO Europe BVBA (Belgium), which belongs to the WABCO group of the United States, and RuC Holding GmbH, which belongs to Germany's Würth group. The German-based venture, WABCO Würth Workshop Services GmbH, will supply multi-brand diagnostics systems for commercial vehicles for the aftermarket. 

Financière Ermewa acquisition OK’ed

The European Commission has given the go-ahead for Genève-based wagon leasing firm Financière Ermewa to be acquired by SNCF subsidiary Transport et Logistique Partenaires, subject to the condition that the Swiss firm's cereal transport activities are divested. Ermewa was previously owned by TLP and Citerne Invest. TLP is already involved in cereal transport by rail, and the European Commission's market investigation found that the acquisition of Citerne Invest's 51·4% stake in Ermewa would combine the two main players in the sector, and as a result was likely to raise competition concerns in France, Benelux, Italy and part of Germany.

Brief News
EU to tackle radio spectrum access

At an EU summit in late March, the EU will talk about how the bloc can reallocate radio spectrum to catch up with US broadband coverage. The European Parliament and the European Commission will jointly host stakeholders at an EU summit on March 22 to discuss the controversial topic of how the bloc can distribute radio spectrum among an array of powerful industries and services including defence, transport, space applications, television and mobile phones. The EU executive's consultation will ask consumers and companies to spell out their stance on a Europe-wide spectrum policy that could provide the frequencies to carry all stakeholders involved while tackling social inclusion and environmental health. The consultation, due to close on 9 April, will likely reopen a debate that has already seen Internet service providers, regulators and the EU at loggerheads.

Lufthansa and Jettainer conclude trials with lightweight containers

After around 120,000 trial runs on Lufthansa flights and six months of materials tests with the "Süddeutsches Kunststoffzentrum Würzburg", Lufthansa Cargo and Jettainer have successfully concluded a pilot scheme on the use of lightweight containers. During the pilot program, a total of 1,000 of the new-type composite containers were trialled in the global route networks of Lufthansa and Lufthansa Cargo. Construction of the containers from innovative and lighter composites instead of aluminium reduces their weight by 20%, cutting fuel usage and CO2 emissions significantly. The new containers are made of glass fibre, Kevlar fibre or Dyneema® sourced from different manufacturers. Lufthansa Cargo chairman Carsten Spohr said that the airline stands by its ecological commitment, i.e. to reduce its specific fuel consumption by 25% by 2020.

Athens International Airport freezes all charges for 2010

To support airlines and help them recover from the severe downturn of traffic worldwide, Athens International Airport has announced that pricing of all airport charges will remain unchanged throughout 2010. The price freeze applies to landing and parking charges, security charge, passenger terminal facility charge and ground handling centralised infrastructure charges. This decision to freeze all airport charges for 2010 demonstrates the airport's commitment to support its airline partners and help to minimise the impact of the crisis that has severely affected both airlines and airports around the world. According to Alexis Sioris, head of cargo development, the airport is currently working on further specific cargo measures which it hopes to announce shortly.

Science a step closer to biofuel for ships

Shipping giants Maersk and Lloyd’s Register are joining forces with the Dutch government and other specialist contractors to test the performance of a mix of biodiesel in marine engines in a number of trials. The trials will test for possible difficulties that could be encountered by the liners. Processed from renewable sources that can be grown in temperate climates, fatty acid methyl esters (FAME) has some obvious advantages. However various studies have been conducted with FAME by the automotive industry and produced differing results. The results of the trials are particularly significant to liner shipping company Maersk as it aims to reduce its carbon output by 20% per container by 2017. Trials will begin with FAME being examined on board the Maersk Kalmar container ship. A 5% FAME blend will be tested first, before the percentage is increased.

Transportable Pressure Equipment

The Council reached a general approach, pending the European Parliament's position at first reading, with regard to a draft directive on transportable pressure equipment (6856/10). However, the issue of the procedural provisions on delegation of powers to the Commission for implementing acts is still open and will be further discussed during the negotiations with the European Parliament on the text. The draft legislation is a revision of directive 1999/36 on the same subject adopted in order to enhance transport safety for such equipment and to ensure their free movement in a single transport market. The text contains rules on the obligations of the different economic operators, on the conformity of the equipment, as well as on the inspection and monitoring bodies and their mutual

recognition.

Trans-European transport network ministerial conference

The Council took note of information from the presidency and the Commission regarding the annual ministerial conference on the trans-European transport network (TEN-T). This year's conference, organised jointly by the Spanish presidency and the Commission in Zaragoza on 8-9 June, will focus on the methods to be employed for drawing up the future TEN-T planning and implementation framework. Moreover, the funding strategy and the external dimension of Europe's transport networks will be discussed.

EU measures planned to promote electric mobility

The presidency briefed ministers on the results of the debate on electric vehicles held at the informal meeting of the Competitiveness Council in San Sebasti疣 on 9 February 2010. It also informed them on the outcome of discussions related to this topic at the regular Competitiveness Council meeting on 1 and 2 March in Brussels. Several member states have already started actions to promote e-vehicles. In San Sebastian ministers agreed on concerted action in particular as regards standardisation, support for research, incentive measures, upgrade of electricity production capacity and coordination. At the Council meeting on 1 and 2 March, ministers invited the Commission to present an action plan for clean and energy-efficient vehicles, including fully electric cars and plug-in hybrids.

Cooperation agreement on satellite navigation between EU and Norway

The Council adopted a decision on the signing of a cooperation agreement on satellite navigation between the EU and Norway and its provisional application. This agreement aims to settle the principles of cooperation and the rights and obligations of Norway in relevant areas that are not covered by existing Galileo acquis.

Interesting publications
Report on the 7th Forum on Eco–Innovation – November Copenhagen; ‘Adapting to Climate Change through Eco-Innovation’ the report can be found here 

Forthcoming events
2010 International Transport Forum “Transport and Innovation: Unleashing the Potential” - Leipzig on 26-28 May

Now open for registration here
Commission Conference on Urban Mobility - 24 March 2010 from 15:00 to 18:15. Brussels, Charlemagne building
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