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MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) Launch of the Environment Partnership of the Black Sea Synergy

Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik has opened a Conference launching the Environment Partnership of the Black Sea Synergy initiative. The Environment Partnership is established to support the efforts of the EU and its partners of the wider Black Sea region to find cooperative approaches to the common challenges that the Black Sea region faces. The Black Sea Synergy initiative is open to all countries of the wider Black Sea region. In his opening speech, Commissioner Potočnik said: ‘The Black Sea is not an EU sea. But it is ‘our’ sea; it belongs to all of us, it is shared by all its countries and neighbours, by all those who live in the region. We share the Black Sea and its challenges; we must share the responsibility to meet them’. The Black Sea Synergy initiative was proposed by the European Commission in 20071 and subsequently endorsed by the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers, and supported at several occasions by the European Council. The sector partnerships reflect the inclusive character of the Black Sea Synergy initiative. They will be open to all partner countries in the wider Black Sea region who want to participate. But it will also include institutions that are active in the region, like the BSEC and the Black Sea Commission.

2) The Blue Chamber Network Kicks off this week

The Kick-off Workshop was opened on the 16th March by EU Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Maria Damanaki followed by sessions in which Chamber Experts will discuss current maritime policy issues and set the stage for the Blue Chamber Network’s agenda. The Blue Chamber Network is a joint initiative of the EU Representations of the Union of Hellenic Chambers and the North German CCIs. This unique network will serve as a platform facilitating cooperation among European maritime Chambers in the general interest of the economy. The founding of the Blue Chamber Network is a direct response to the EU’s new Maritime Policy symbolized by the March, 2005 Communication “Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union” which recognizes the vital strategic importance of maritime industry to the European Union’s economy. This implies pro-active positioning and policy-shaping by CCIs with maritime interests. The Blue Chamber Network targets EU maritime policy initiatives of strategic importance for European CCIs with a direct impact on European SMEs, e.g. in the fields of security and safety, transport and logistics, environment, internal market and competition, trade and human element, fisheries and tourism. The members of the Blue Chamber Network are: Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Serbia, Spain and Turkey. Austria, Ireland, Sweden and the United Kingdom so far act as observers. The next workshop is scheduled to take place in Malta in autumn of 2010. For more information please contact: Association of Northern German CCIs / Representation to the EU (Dr Mary Papaschinopoulou, Mary.Papaschinopoulou@bruessel.ihknord.de), or Union of Hellenic Chambers of Commerce / Brussels Representative Office (Eirini Konstantinidou, eirini.konstantinidou.uhcci@skynet.be ),

ROAD TRANSPORT

3) Companies invited to apply for Marco Polo funding to fight road congestion

The European Commission has published the fourth call for proposals for the creation and upgrade of freight transport services under the second Marco Polo programme. The projects to be chosen will fight congestion on European roads and improve the environmental performance of the freight transport system, which are two main objectives of the EU transport policy. Companies across the European Union and beyond are invited to submit proposals as from today. The general aim of the Marco Polo programme is to help companies introduce services that shift freight off the road and on to more environmentally friendly modes such as short-sea shipping, rail and inland waterways. This support is available during the high-risk start-up phase of the projects. The top-ranked projects in the competitive evaluation process will be offered grant contracts of up to five years. However, only projects capable of demonstrating viable non-road freight transport services – i.e. projects that can survive on the market even after they cease receiving EU financial support – have a chance of getting a grant

The full call text including information on how to apply for a grant is available on the Marco Polo website here. Please see, for full details also, CLECAT circular CI106

4) Answer to Gigaliner Question

On a written question from MEP Michael Cramer (Green, Germany) concerning the cross-border use of gigaliners here, Commissioner Kallas answered the following:

 "Article 4 of Council Directive 96/53/EC(1) laying down the maximum authorised dimensions in national and international traffic and the maximum authorised weights in international traffic for certain road vehicles circulating within the Community stipulates that, under certain conditions, Member States can allow national circulation of heavy good vehicles with dimensions deviating from those laid down in specific points of its Annex I, provided that they inform the Commission thereof. The Commission has been informed at the end of 2008 about the intention of Denmark to allow trials with gigaliners within its borders. It has not received any notification from any Member State on cross-border trials, which in any case are not in conformity with the provisions of the directive. 

If the Commission would receive notice of a cross-border use of gigaliners, it would ask the authorities of the concerned Member State(s) for clarifications. In case this cross-border use was confirmed and the Member States' authorities would not intervene to stop it, the Commission would proceed against these Member States for infringement against the directive."

The Commissioner's reply is available for consultation here
AIR TRANSPORT

5) EU-JORDAN: a common Aviation Area to be gradually implemented

Delegations from the European Union and the Kingdom of Jordan have initialled in Amman a comprehensive aviation agreement. It will open up the respective markets, strengthen cooperation and offer new opportunities for consumers and operators. The aviation agreement will put in place common standards for air transport in order to reach the highest level of safety, security, consumer protection, environment and air transport management. It will allow air carriers of both sides to provide air services from any points in Europe, Jordan and even other Mediterranean partners without any restrictions regarding to fares and capacities. After the successful implementation of a similar treaty with Morocco, this Agreement is an important step towards creating an integrated aviation area in the whole Mediterranean region. The agreement is expected to be signed at the next Transport Council in June 2010.

6) Air France, Ryanair in spat over aid to local airports

The French company said it has filed a complaint with the European Commission against Ryanair for allegedly receiving millions of Euros in illegal subsidies in exchange for using regional airports in France. A statement on the Air France website said a complaint was filed in November last year relating to financial assistance Ryanair received from French regional airports in 2008. "Ryanair's agreement to serve these airports is conditional on the airport authorities' granting aid to it,” the statement reads. "Such measures, taking the form of reduced airport taxes, preferential ground handling rates at certain airports or marketing aid, have been implemented by at least 25 French regional airports."

Ryanair hit back at the accusations saying it is Air France that is getting illegal aid in terms of reduced airport taxes on its domestic routes in France. "We pay no attention to false claims from high-fares, fuel- surcharging airlines like Air France. They can't compete with Ryanair so they complain instead. Ryanair is investing millions in regional French airport whereas Air France ignores them," Ryanair spokesman Stephen McNamara said in an email response. According to French daily Le Figaro, Air France has calculated that Ryanair received 660 million Euros worth of illegal aid from European local authorities in 2008 in the form of reduced landing fees and airport taxes. Of those, 35 million Euros related to aid from French regional authorities, the newspaper reported on 11 March, citing unnamed sources in the company.

CUSTOMS 

7) VAT invoicing requirements

The Council agreed on a general approach, pending the opinion of the European Parliament, on a draft directive aimed at simplifying VAT invoicing requirements, in particular as regards electronic invoicing.  

The draft directive sets out to ensure the acceptance by tax authorities of e-invoices under the same conditions as for paper invoices, and to remove legal obstacles to the transmission and storage of electronic invoices.

It also comprises measures to help tax authorities ensure that tax is paid so as to better tackle VAT fraud. These include establishing deadlines for the issuance of invoices, thus enabling speedier exchange of information on intra-EU supplies of goods and services.

GENERAL MATTERS

8) EESC calls for a green and competitive transport sector

 European transport policy needs to face the challenge of maintaining the sector's competitiveness whilst curbing emissions of greenhouse gases. This can be achieved through steps having a rapid, direct and tangible effect on costs, argues the opinion adopted by the EESC plenary on 17 March 2010. The opinion by Mr Stéphane Buffetaut (Employers' Group, France) on European transport policy in the framework of the Europe 2020 and the Sustainable Development Strategies stresses that competitive, reliable, free-flowing and profitable transport is a condition for European economic prosperity. "However, the transport sector as a whole has been hard hit by the current economic crisis and is aware that it lacks sustainability", said the rapporteur. The main challenges to be faced and the issues to be integrated into a sustainable transport policy are growing urbanisation and the demand for comfort in daily journeys; the preservation of public health; maintaining a trading economy that incorporates the need to reduce emissions; getting economic stakeholders and the general public on board in implementing new policies and types of behaviour in the field of mobility. A future European transport policy must pursue four goals: the promotion of low-carbon transport modes, energy efficiency, security and independence of supply and the reduction of traffic congestion. 

The EESC opinion suggests a number of simple steps which would have a rapid, direct and tangible effect on costs (e.g. choosing the greenest option, redeveloping abandoned railways, improving intermodal transport facilities where they exist), alongside a set of bolder political decisions involving greater financial outlay.

 The full text of the opinion is available here 

9) Decisions on mergers & State aid
9.1 Poland opens up 'airside' ground handling market in response to Commission 

Poland has adopted new legislation providing for the full opening-up of its 'airside' ground handling market. The legislation has been drawn up in response to infringement proceedings started by the European Commission against Poland for its failure to fully open up the ground handling market at Warsaw-Okecie airport. Since the new legislation is now in force, the Commission has decided to discontinue the infringement proceedings today.

9.2 Commission request to Germany to ensure access to ground handling markets 

The European Commission has today sent a formal request to the German authorities (reasoned opinion) for failing to ensure fair access for services providers to ground handling markets at major airports (14 major airports in the case of Germany), as required under EU Directive 96/67/EC. Under this Directive, any service provider should be able to compete to provide ground handling services such as baggage handling, catering services, fuel and oil handling or passenger transport. This is the second stage in the infringement process. Germany is required to comply with the request within two months, failing which the case may go before the European Court of Justice.

9.3 Commission requires Czech Republic and Greece to ensure implementation of safety checks of aircraft

The European Commission has today sent a reasoned opinion to the Czech Republic and Greece for failing to transpose EU legislation setting procedures for safety checks for EU and third country aircraft using their airports. Directive 2008/49/EC establishes EU wide safety standards covering: aircraft inspections, possible measures for unsafe aircraft (including grounding of aircraft) and standards for the training and qualification of inspectors. Both Greece and the Czech Republic have two months to comply with the request

10) Brief News
10.1 Food and Drink products supply chain guide

The European Food SCP Round Table has launched its official website (www.food-scp.eu) and an online consultation on its draft guiding principles for the voluntary environmental assessment and communication of environmental information along the food chain, including to consumers. The consultation will run for 6 weeks, from 15 March to 26 April 2010.

This draft document lays down a number of Guiding Principles that shall be respected in the development of a harmonised framework methodology for the environmental assessment of food and drink products specifically, to be developed by the Round Table as a next step. This shall form the basis of voluntary communication of environmental information along the food chain, including both business-to-business (B2B) and business-to-consumer (B2C). The Round Table intends to work on these deliverables over the coming months, once the Guiding Principles have been finalised (July 2010).

The consultation page is here
10.2 Rail Cargo Austria to sell 25% of its stakes

Rail Cargo Austria, the freight subsidiary of Austrian Federal Railways ÖBB, is looking for a financial partner willing to purchase 25% of the company’s stake.
The estimated value of Rail Cargo Austria is EUR 3 Billion. Funds gathered through the sale of 25% of the shares would be used for investments in the company’s growth. In the first 9 months of 2009, Rail Cargo Austria carried 8 billion tonnes/km 2 billion less than in the same period of 2008. According to Eurailpress, the company’s loss amounted to EUR 100 Million in the whole 2009.

Source: www.transportweekly.com
10.3 Call for ICT PSP grant proposals

The ICT Policy Support Programme (ICT PSP) will take part in the Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP) which runs for the years 2007-2013. ICT PSP  aims at a wider uptake and best use of ICT and digital content by citizens, governments and businesses, in particular SMEs and has an overall budget of € M 730. In 2010 the annual budget amounts to more than €116 million. It will go to beyond €140 million in 2013.

The last Call for proposals, based on the Work Programme 2010 opened on 21 January and will close on 1 June 2010. Details on the call are provided on the website here
10.4 EU report favours trading for air pollutants

After having embraced carbon trading to fight climate change, the European Commission is now eyeing an EU-wide trading scheme for sulphur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) to improve air quality. A draft study assessing the environmental and economic impacts of such a system was recently made public.

SO2 and NOx are atmospheric pollutants that cause acid rain, smog and related respiratory health problems. They are typically by-products of fossil fuel combustion in the chemical and power sectors. But EU employers' association BusinessEurope has warned that an an EU-wide trading scheme "cannot be the way forward" as these pollutants are already dealt with under existing EU directives. The report, compiled over the past 12 months by Entec UK Limited, an environmental and engineering consultancy, concludes that "most trading scenarios" would be less costly than a planned industrial emissions directive (IED), which was used as the reference scenario for the study. "This is because under trading, there is access to a wider range of cost-effective abatement options across member states and installations within the trading zone," the study notes. Such a system would also be cheaper than the current Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive, the Commission observe

10.5 Council conclusions on Climate change

From Follow-up to the Copenhagen Conference in December last year, the Council adopted conclusions including that the Council 

“WELCOMES the recognition in the Copenhagen Accord of the scientific view that the increase in global temperature should be kept below 2°C compared to the pre-industrial level; REITERATES that, according to the IPCC, to stay below 2ºC requires that global greenhouse gas emissions peak by 2020 at the latest and are reduced by at least 50% compared with 1990 by 2050 and continue to decline thereafter; developed countries as a group should reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by 80% to 95% by 2050 below 1990 levels, and in this context, REAFFIRMS supporting an EU objective to reduce emissions by 80-95% by 2050 compared to 1990 levels; also REAFFIRMS its October 2009 conclusions concerning emissions from international aviation and maritime transport.”

10.6 CEN and EUROCAE collaboration 

CEN and EUROCAE have signed a protocol to strengthen their collaboration on the safety and efficiency of air traffic management by signing a protocol to ensure and maintain technical cooperation and mutual exchange of information in the field of Air Traffic Management. The attached press release gives further information. For more info go here
11) Forthcoming events
11.1 InnoSuTra research project consortium - 12 April 2010 at the University of Antwerp

The InnoSuTra project, financed by the European Commission, started in January 2010, and is hosted by the University of Antwerp (co-ordinator), the University of the Aegean, Delft University of Technology, University of Lyon 2, University of Genoa and LCA Europe. Full information is available through the project website www.innosutra.eu . The main idea of the project is to advance innovation in transport and logistics chains by focusing on improved market understanding, knowledge management and network organisation. All surface modes are covered, i.e. maritime, road, rail, inland navigation, and of course also intermodal solutions and transfer points

For more info please go here 
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