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CLECAT has been approached by SCExecutive to alert our members to their survey “Global CO2 Survey Transport & Supply Chain Sector”. 

The survey is supposed to analyse how transport and logistics companies are organizing themselves in the area of CO2 emissions and sustainability. It also aims at understanding how amongst members of the transport community and especially the companies are organizing themselves in the area of green logistics and carbon footprint in particular. The survey, which you will find below, seeks to understand how carbon emission and sustainability programs are positioned within their company/organization.

The results with be shared with all participants once the results have been analyzed. This will be made available in May 2010. CLECAT will disseminate the final study.


The survey below will take no more than 5 minutes of your time. Thank you for your interest and contribution to this important global topic. 



Global CO2 Survey Transport & Supply Chain Sector


MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) Meeting on Short Sea Shipping and Motorways of the Sea

The Directorate General for Mobility and Transport held 2010's first Short Sea Shipping (SSS) and Motorways of the Sea (MoS) Focal Points Meeting on 18 and 19 March in Brussels. It was attended by representatives of 17 EU Member States, two candidate countries (the Republic of Turkey and Croatia Republic), as well as Norway and Iceland. The meeting discussions apparently formed a solid basis for further developments and follow up actions by the Commission services in the area of "Green and Smart Short Sea Shipping". It confirmed the interest and commitment of the participants to go further and identify the best possible actions as to promote and ensure the development of sustainable SSS. The outcome of the meeting will provide input for further elaboration and development of future initiatives in this area

RAIL TRANSPORT

2) Railway collaboration between Serbia and Sweden 

Minister of Infrastructure Milutin Mrkonjic and Ambassador of Sweden in Belgrade Krister Bringéus signed a Memorandum of cooperation between the governments of the two countries in the field of railway transport. According to Mrkonjic, the cooperation will mean assistance to Serbian railways Zeleznice Srbije in new technologies, participation of Swedish experts in projects in Serbia and in forming a mixed Serbian-Swedish working group for cooperation. The Ministry of Infrastructure proposes cooperation in the purchase of freight wagons, electric and diesel passenger trains, modernisation of capacities for maintenance of vehicles, purchase of mechanisation and equipment for maintenance of infrastructure, and purchase of mobile manipulators for loading and unloading goods. Serbia is also interested in cooperation in the construction of container terminals on Corridor X, the purchase of new information technologies and cooperation in the digitalisation of the telecommunication network of Zeleznice Srbije with optical infrastructure. Milutin Mrkonjic said he was positive that Zeleznice Srbije will greatly benefit from this Memorandum and Krister Bringéus declared that Swedish companies, such as Ericsson, are very interested in the Memorandum. According to Milovan Markovic, Director General of the Serbian railways, cooperation plans will be submitted to Swedish partners very soon.

Source: www.srbija.gov.rs

AIR TRANSPORT

3) Commission takes step towards optimising use of European airspace

The European Commission has adopted rules on how to manage the flow of air traffic in order to optimise available capacity in the use of airspace. This new regulation is an important step in implementing the EU network manager foreseen in the second package of measures of the Single European Sky. For the time being there is no legislation concerning air traffic flow management at European level. In the framework of the Eurocontrol Convention, a single central unit for air traffic flow management at European level is already operational: the Eurocontrol CFMU (Central Flow Management Unit). However its cooperation with local flow management units at Member States level is based on voluntary procedures. For this reason there is a lack of consistency between the planned flow management measures at European level and the real flight operations of airlines that does not allow optimising available capacity in the use of airspace. The new legislation makes mandatory the procedures for flight planning and for the use of available airspace capacity during all phases of the flight. It also improves the consistency between flight plans and airport slots through a better exchange of information between the airport bodies and air traffic flow managers. The regulation is based on the air traffic flow management procedures laid down by the International Civil Aviation Organisation, and it has been developed with the technical expertise of Eurocontrol. It includes also minimum mandatory figures of consistency between the planned departure slots and the real flight operations of airlines.

4) Breakthrough in EU–US second-stage Open Skies negotiations

Siim Kallas, European Commission Vice-President responsible for Transport, welcomed as "a major step forwards", the preliminary agreement reached today by EU and US negotiators on a 'second-stage' Open Skies aviation agreement. "A process has been agreed towards the further expansion and consolidation of the transatlantic aviation market. Both sides have agreed to increase regulatory co-operation, and remove the barriers to market access that have been holding back the development of the world’s most important aviation markets. Building on the success of the 2007 EU-US Open Skies Agreement, this draft deal represents a significant breakthrough in the process of normalising the global airline industry". In economic terms, the creation of a full EU-US Open Aviation Area has been estimated to be worth up to 12 billion euro in economic benefits and up to 80.000 new jobs. Negotiators also made significant progress in agreeing a new framework for jointly addressing the environmental effects of aviation, as well as advances in the areas of security, competition, and social matters. Vice-President Kallas will submit the draft agreement for approval to the Transport Council in June under the Spanish Presidency.

CUSTOMS 

5) Commission launches consultation on customs enforcement of IPR

The European Commission has launched an online public consultation to ascertain the views of stakeholders on the EU legislation on customs enforcement of intellectual property rights or IPR (Council Regulation (EC) No 1383/2003). A review of the Regulation was carried out by the Commission in close collaboration with the Member States. After completion of the public consultation, if considered appropriate, the European Commission will prepare a proposal for a Regulation of the Council and of the European Parliament concerning Customs Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights. The proposal would replace Council Regulation (EC) No 1383/2003. Further information is available from the consultation document. CLECAT will keep you informed and a circular will be sent shortly.

GENERAL MATTERS

6) Transportable pressure equipment report

This week, the TRAN Committee of the European Parliament adopted a draft report and adopted all amendments tabled by the Rapporteur, including oral amendments on delegated acts which modify the text in accordance with a wording the institutions have agreed to use in all pending files that have to be concluded before a new standard wording on comitology is laid down. The draft report as adopted reflects an agreement reached with Council at first reading which is expected to be confirmed in plenary. Once in force, the new Directive will bring EU legislation on transportable pressure equipment, such a s cylinders and receptacles, in line with international rules on the transport of dangerous goods, simplify the provisions on the use of such equipment in the single market and streamline procedures for conformity assessment. The adopted amendments concern, among other things, the definitions, provisions on intermediate inspections, the reassessment of conformity and the use of transportable pressure equipment by private individuals. In addition, a provision was introduced requiring the Commission to draw up guidelines aimed at facilitating the implementation of the Directive. The adoption of the agreed text in plenary would pave the way for an early entry into force of the new Directive. The report was adopted by 35:0:2. Timetable Adoption in plenary: April 2010.

7) EU report signals U-turn on biofuels target

Reuters reports that the European Union appears to be backtracking on its biofuels policy with a new impact assessment showing that more than 5.6 percent of biofuel in road fuels can damage the environment. EU leaders agreed in 2008 that 10 percent of transport fuels should come from renewable sources by 2020 -- mostly biofuels as electric cars and railways would still be in their infancy. But environmentalists slammed the target, saying the goal would indirectly affect the way land is used around the world, forcing up food prices and encouraging deforestation. The EU's most comprehensive biofuels modelling exercise yet was made public on Thursday, but is based on having just 5.6 percent of biofuel in road fuels. "Indirect land use change effects do indeed offset part of the emission benefits, but are not a threat at the currently estimated volume of 5.6 percent of road transport fuels required," a European Commission statement said. Experts say the 10 percent figure was shaved to 5.6 percent partly by exaggerating the contribution of electric cars in 2020. "The 5.6 percent figure is not based on an honest reflection of reality, or else the Commission is preparing to backtrack on its target," one EU official said. The report said that if the amount of biofuels were raised above 5.6 percent, "there is a real risk that indirect land use change could undermine the environmental viability of biofuels."

Source Reuters

8) TEN-T financing

EIB Head of Division for Structured Finance/TEN-T Jukka Luukkanen gave a presentation of the EIB´s contribution to the construction of the Trans European transport network. He illustrated the different means at the EIB's disposal, in particular:

· EIB loans and guarantees

· Loan Guarantee Instrument for Trans-European Transport Network (LGTT)

· The Structured Finance Facility (SFF)

· The 2020 European Fund for Energy, Climate Change and Infrastructure – the Marguerite Fund

He also presented further options that might be envisaged in order to address more efficiently the problem of under-financing. He stressed the need for improvements of the coordination of EU Funds and the continued effort to develop private sector participation in TEN-T funding and mentioned the following measures:

· facilitating investment by capital market institutions in infrastructure through guarantees and subordinated debt instruments

· establishing equity funds to finance TEN-T infrastructure such as the Marguerite Fund

· improvement of the coordination of EU Funds

· expanding the development of knowledge sharing/expertise such as EPEC and JASPERS

· broadening the scope of the LGTT

In the debate, Members asked about the creation of new financing instruments, how to increase guarantees for the start up phase, how to avoid that PPPs concentrate to much on road projects, how to assure that the distribution amongst different transport modes of EIB intervention better respects the sustainable transport goals and how to increase long term planning in investment decisions.

9) ELAA closes down

The European Liner Affairs Association (ELAA) is to be closed, with its responsibilities being transferred to the World Shipping Council (WSC) effective July 1st. ELAA members agreed at their meeting in Taipei, Taiwan on March 17th that the ELAA had successfully completed the tasks for which it was set up, and should therefore be closed. The ELAA was set up in 2003 to discuss with the EU's Directorate General for Competition (DG Comp) the replacement of the Liner Conference regime in the EU.  This was completed with the publication of the Maritime Transport Guidelines in 2008. The ELAA's work was later extended to encompass the forthcoming revision of the Consortia Block Exemption Regulation. The ELAA members believe that there was unlikely to be any new regulatory issues for the industry before the renewal of the EU's Guidelines, due to take place in 2013. From July 1st, any regulatory issues will be handled by the WSC, which already has an office in Brussels. However, the WSC's responsibilities will not be extended to the ELAA database, which was set up to report on European trades, following the abolition of the conference system in Europe. The ELAA members agreed that this system, organised by ELAA subsidiary CTS, should now be extended to non-European trades. This will be implemented over the next year and will result in the liner industry being supplied - for the first time - with an accurate volume and rate database.

10) one-stop-source of information on Low Emission Zones (LEZs) in Europe

A single website giving information on Low Emission Zones around Europe has been launched at www.lowemissionzones.eu. The European Union has set legally defined air quality standards to protect our health. Many cities and towns in most countries in Europe fail to meet these standards. Increasing numbers of cities and towns operate or are preparing “Low Emission Zones”, or “Environment Zones” among other measures, to help meet the standards. There are currently over 160 LEZs in 11 countries in Europe, including cities like Berlin, Amsterdam, London, Milan, but also many smaller towns like Mühlacker (Germany), Como (Italy) or Norwich (UK) - and the A12 motorway in Tirol (Austria). LEZs are areas or roads to which entry is restricted for vehicles with more polluting engines. It provides all the information needed to navigate around Europe's LEZs – including where you can drive with which vehicles. The EU is supporting the website with part-funding for 3 years from 8th December 2009 as part of its implementation of the EU Action Plan on Urban Mobility.

11) Commission launches consultation on European Company Statute (SE) 

The European Company Statute (SE) gives companies operating in more than one Member State the possibility to reorganise their cross-border business under one European label. This enables them to work within a stable legal framework, reduce the internal costs of operating in several countries and hence be more competitive in the Internal Market. The SE has proved to be very popular in some Member States but it has not taken off in others. In order to determine whether changes are needed to make the SE Statute work better, the European Commission has launched a public consultation. With the review of the SE Statute, the Commission is aiming to increase the use of the SE across the European Union. The questionnaire, together with more information on the SE, is available here
12) Public consultation on review of the European Standardisation System

In the context of the Better Regulation policy of the European Union, the European Commission is initiating a process of review of the European Standardisation System. This process aims at strengthening the European Standardisation System for the benefit of all the relevant stakeholders. The goal of this Open Consultation is to gain an understanding of stakeholders’ view on the review of the European Standardisation System and to gather opinions and suggestions on the potential avenues the Commission should explore in order to shape concrete proposals. Go here to register and for full details 

13) Decisions on mergers & State aid
13.1 EC clears tax regime for Cypriot maritime transport companies 

The European Commission has approved under EU state aid rules a proposal by the Cypriot government to impose a special reduced tax on companies engaged in international maritime transport, which replaces the corporate tax. The Commission found that the scheme, which exists in several other EU countries, will enhance the competitiveness of the Cypriot fleet without unduly distorting competition. The Cypriot government has notified a tonnage tax measure for companies engaged in international maritime transport and liable to corporate tax in Cyprus. The scheme allows companies to opt for a tax calculated on the net tonnage of the fleet that they operate (tonnage tax) instead of being taxed on the actual profits of their maritime transport activities. The tonnage tax scheme would also be applicable under certain conditions to tugboats, dredgers and cable-layers. The Commission considers that the scheme is in line with the European Union's Guidelines on state aid to maritime transport. 

14) Brief News
14.2 Commission supports 'talking' cars for safer and smarter mobility 

For the first time in Europe, 'talking' cars will be out in normal traffic on ordinary roads on 24th March, thanks to European Commission-funded research. These cars will communicate with each other and with road infrastructure (traffic signs, lights, management centres) whilst being driven in everyday traffic around Amsterdam Airport. The information exchanged with other cars and infrastructure gives drivers additional information, such as hidden hazards, beyond what they can see and hear. This road test aims to demonstrate that cooperative mobility, which is based on vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) communication, is working and has the potential to journeys safer and more energy efficient.

14.3 Gävle wins European Mobility Week Award 2009

Gävle has won the 2009 European Mobility Week Award. The Swedish coastal city was judged by an independent panel of experts to have done the most to promote clean mobility initiatives during European Mobility Week 2009. Leon in Spain and the Croatian city of Ivanic-Grad were runners-up. The awards were presented by Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik at a ceremony in Brussels. 

14.4 Vice-President Kroes outlines need for co-ordination on radio spectrum 

"Spectrum is a public good, not an entitlement or private play-thing" insisted Commission Vice President for the Digital Agenda Neelie Kroes at a radio spectrum summit co-hosted by the European Commission and the European Parliament in Brussels on 23rd March. She emphasised that effective co-ordination of radio spectrum policy was essential and that "flexibility aids efficiency". She reminded participants that "Fragmentation is death when it comes to spectrum management. It kills innovation; it stops the development of cross-border services and a true Single Market. The challenges we face are huge and we cannot shy away from them – we have to adopt a clear and strong policy line to take full advantage of current and future technological developments, in order to make the best use of spectrum for the benefit of European citizens and business."

14.5 Commission adopts new Block Exemption Regulation for insurance

The European Commission has adopted a new Regulation that block exempts certain types of agreements in the insurance sector from the EU's general prohibition of practices restrictive of competition. The new Block Exemption Regulation (BER), which will come into force on the 1st of April, renews two of the four categories of agreements currently exempted, namely joint compilations, tables and studies, and co(re)insurance pools, with some amendments. Certain information exchange can be justified in order to allow insurers to accurately assess risks. Pooling is also important in order to ensure that all risks can be covered. These two types of agreements justify a block exemption. Other types of cooperation may also be legal but it will be for insurers to self-assess that they comply with the general competition rules. The full texts of the new Block Exemption Regulation as well as the explanatory accompanying Communication are available here
14.6 TRKC passes 6000 project milestone

The Transport Research Knowledge Centre (TRKC) database now features more than 6040 projects funded at European (FP4, FP5, FP6 and FP7) or national levels (covering all 30 countries from the European Research Area).

Projects have been categorised according to the following information coverage:

· Short profile includes information on origin, programme funding, thematic transport categories and available point of contact. 

· Profile, in addition to the above, features a more detailed project outline including background, objectives and methodology. 

· Results provide information on key project outputs as well as technical and policy implications. Available final reports and other useful project deliverables may also be downloaded. 

More information here
14.7 France turns to Europe for carbon tax plan

France will delay implementing a domestic tax on carbon dioxide emissions until it can secure an agreement with its European partners, Prime Minister François Fillon signalled on Tuesday. President Nicolas Sarkozy last year hailed the new tax as a vital weapon in the fight against global warming when it was first approved by parliament. But it was struck down by France's highest court just 48 hours before it was due to come into force, on the basis that there were too many loopholes for the big industrial polluters. A revised version was due to take effect in July but, with no sign of an immediate accord with other European countries, it now appears to have been put back indefinitely. Speaking in parliament, Fillon said sustainable development policies could not be allowed to put French industry at risk. "We have to amplify measures that help reinforce the competitiveness of our economy," he said. "In that spirit, I would like to indicate that the decisions we are going to take regarding sustainable development have to be better coordinated with all European countries so as not to widen our gap in competitiveness with our neighbour Germany

14.8 EU funded GRIFS Project concludes
GRIFS, the EU funded project promoting closer co-operation between RFID standards organisations, successfully concluded its two-year work programme on 28 February 2010. The initiative, which was funded by the European Commission with the participation of GS1 (project leader), CEN and ETSI, delivered promising results and managed to create an international and sustainable platform of collaboration for standards organisations involved in RFID.

14.9 Consultation regarding a review of the exemption of cadmium batteries launched

The objective of this consultation is to gather views from stakeholders on the environmental, social and economic impacts that might result from a future cadmium ban for portable batteries and accumulators indented for use in cordless power tools. More information can be found here. 

14.1.1 EU guide to boost green goods and services

A European Commission handbook hopes to give businesses and politicians the right tools to assess the life cycle of all products and services in order to help boost the green economy. The document provides detailed guidance on how to quantify the environmental impact, such as greenhouse-gas emissions and resource use, of a product or service in an attempt to conduct a full life-cycle analysis.

15) Forthcoming events
15.1 EIB Regional Forum, Warsaw, 23 April 2010

Energy and transport diversity sustainable policies, priorities and needs.Please contact prot.events@eib.org for more details

If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:

CLECAT, 77, Rue du Commerce, B-1040 BRUSSELS

Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52

Web: www.clecat.org  / E-mail: info@clecat.org
This publication is intended for the use of CLECAT members only

CLEC@T Newsletter


Forwarders On-Line











9

