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SECURITY

1) New security code for chemical supply chain

The Chemical Business Association has launched a security code designed to improve the security of the chemical supply chain and guard against the potential threat of a terrorist attack. The five-stage risk assessment required by the CBA Security Code involves - identifying potential security threats; identifying the nature of the vulnerability involved; implementing risk reduction measures; documenting the assessment; and subsequent monitoring and review. Many supply chain companies already undertake security risk assessments in compliance with legislation applying to the carriage of dangerous goods or the Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH). The CBA has also issued voluntary security guidelines to establish best practice for the chemical supply chain.

RAIL TRANSPORT

2) Wien broad gauge agreement signed 

A further agreement for the construction of a 1 520 mm gauge railway from Kosice in Slovakia to an international logistics terminal at Wien was signed by the Russian, Ukrainian, Slovak and Austrian railway authorities during Russian President Dmitry Medvedev's visit to Bratislava on April 6. The four-country joint venture formed in December to manage the project has appointed Roland Berger Strategy Consultants to lead the development of an investment feasibility study. Business plan development and design work will be undertaken in 2011-13, with construction scheduled for 2013-15 and commercial services from 2016. Preliminary estimates say the cost could exceed €4·7bn. The aim is to make the Trans-Siberian rail route more competitive with sea for freight from Asia to Central Europe. Eliminating the need to tranship between the ex-Soviet broad gauge and standard gauge will cut rail journey times from the Far East to Europe to 14 days, around half that of cheaper maritime transport and thus saving working capital on shipments.

3) Rail Cargo Austria expands its services in Slovenia

The Public Agency for Railway Transport in Slovenia has approved 22 new freight operations for Rail Cargo Austria (RCA) for 2010, the railway transport company announced at a press conference. RCA entered the Slovenian market in 2009 and transported a total of 677,000 tonnes of cargo across 280,000 kilometres. The company started with eight daily international freight operations on the route Villach-Jesenice-Koper and back. The new routes approved will connect the Koper port (Slovenia) with Budapest and Sentilj (Slovenia), Villach (Austria) with Rijeka (Croatia), and Italy with Budapest (via Hodos, Slovenia), explained Ivan Novak, head of RCA's Ljubljana subsidiary. Novak sees the most possibilities for expansions in Slovenia on the north-south axis in transit transport to and from Austria, as the Austrian market accounts for half of the cargo transported. RCA is also preparing to provide freight operations towards the east, in the directions of Zagreb, Belgrade and further on towards Greece, Turkey and the Black Sea.

AIR TRANSPORT

4) Air cargo demand rises

Air cargo demand in February was up 26.5 per cent on last year, according to figures from the International Air Transport Association. Cargo traffic hit bottom in December 2008, with little improvement realise by February 2009. It still has a further three per cent to recover to return to pre-crisis levels. However, European airlines are benefiting least from the upturn in air freight volumes, with year-on-year growth of only 7.2 per cent in February, compared to 26.5 per cent on average. Despite the sluggish US economy, North American airlines have seen a rebound (+34.1 per cent) equivalent to those experienced by Asia-Pacific (+34.5 per cent) and Latin American airlines (+41.9 per cent). While US GDP expanded at 5.9 per cent during the fourth quarter, consumer spending was up just 1.7 per cent. The bulk of the expansion is attributed to businesses restocking inventories. IATA said the global strong air freight upturn has been largely driven by the business inventory cycle.  “While the numbers are improving, the year has started with two disappointments. The first is in Europe. We anticipate Europe to post US$2.2 billion in losses this year—the highest among the regions. Weak European passenger and freight demand is in line with our forecast. It is disappointing to see labour at European airlines engaging in strikes when the fragile industry needs to focus on improving efficiency and reducing costs.”

CUSTOMS 

5) Tender for customs training  

The Commission invites to tender for “the provision of services to cover specification, development, maintenance, support and dissemination of common customs and taxation training (e-learning, blended learning) and on line collaboration services”. More information here  

LOGISTICS

6) New car boxes tested

Testing will begin this month of two boxes developed to carry automotive components between Volkswagen’s car plants at Wolfsburg in Germany and Kaluga, 150 km southwest of Moscow. The box was designed by Schenker Auto­motive Railnet in partnership with Volkswagen Logistics. The inside loading height of 3 m can accommodate automotive industry loading racks which are too large for the 2·69 m interior of a 9 ft 6 in intermodal container. There are two versions of the box, a curtainsided version with movable side panels and a Wingliner with hydraulically-operated side panels. The maximum loading is 26·5 tonnes and the boxes can be stacked two high.

GENERAL MATTERS

7) IRU, TAPA EMEA and EUROWATCH join forces to improve supply chain security

The International Road Transport Union, the Transported Asset Protection Association, Europe Middle East and Africa, and EUROWATCH, have signed a Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) to jointly contribute to reducing losses incurred to the international supply chain stemming from criminal activity and security breaches. The results of an IRU Survey on Attacks on International Drivers, conducted jointly with the International Transport Forum (ITF) in 2008 showed that 1 in 6 drivers has experienced at least one attack – directed towards him/herself, vehicle and/or cargo - over a 5-year period, at a direct cost of over 7 billion Euros and indirect losses of at least 15 billion Euros in Europe and some Central Asian states included in the scope of the survey. The need to relieve the human suffering and very significant economic losses caused by such organised crime led the three organisations to reinforce their working relationship, all being involved in combating crime on the road.

8) Danske Bank European Freight Forwarding Index at all-time high

The proprietary European Freight Forwarding Index continues to improve and reached an all-time high in March. According to Danske Bank the current index is actually overshooting the leading index, underscoring that the freight market has come out of the winter slump strongly and that Q2 is off to a good start. Apparently the main driver of the improvement in March is the pick-up seen among freight forwarders active in Road. Therefore we now see good volume developments in all three major cargo categories, Road, Air and Sea. The index for road freight improved from 49 in February to 82 in March.
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9) WTO recovery forecast promises return to growth for logistics sector 

In parallel with its publication of world trade statistics for 2009, the WTO has predicted a rapid return to growth in the world trading system which will drive levels of economic activity to levels approaching that of 2008. It sees trade in 2010 growing by 9.5% overall, with exports from the developed economies growing by 7.5% whilst the rest of the world will grow by 11%. One of the reasons why trade may grow at such a furious speed this year is that it is rebounding from its precipitous fall in 2009. Such a rebound would be good news for the global logistics industry. It suggests that sectors with structural over-capacity problems, such as container shipping, will be presented with the opportunity to recover. However even the WTO sees a complete return to 2008 levels of demand as some way off  for many economies as, "Two years of growth at this pace would result in trade levels surpassing the peaks of 2008. Developed economies, on the other hand, would require three years of growth to accomplish this". It should be observed, however, that the WTO does place a number of caveats around its forecasts. For example it states that there are "significant risks that the forecast could be over-optimistic, including the possibility of further increases in oil prices, appreciation or depreciation of major currencies, and additional adverse developments in financial markets". These are substantial reasons for caution.  Source: Transport Intelligence
10) Decisions on mergers & State aid
10.1 Commission clears venture between Siemens AG and Sinara Locomotives Limited 

The European Commission has granted clearance under the EU Merger Regulation to the creation of a joint venture between Siemens AG (Germany) and Sinara Locomotives Limited (Cyprus), controlled by Dmitry Pumpyansky (Russia). The company will be active in the design, manufacturing, commissioning, marketing, sale and servicing of locomotives in Russia.

11) Brief News
11.1 Bulgaria signs deal to develop strategy for rail system interoperability

Bulgaria has signed a contract for the development of a strategy concerning the implementation of the technical specifications for interoperability of the conventional railway system. The contract, worth EUR 395.000 (excluding VAT), was signed between the Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technology and SHGV consortium (group of companies Shusler plan, Gama Management PLC and Vector Bull Ltd.). The costs of the contract will be financed under Operational Programme “Transport”

11.2 TED EU Research site 

Useful information can be found concerning new and up and coming public procurement procedures in the EU, by going to the TED research site here. TED (Tenders Electronic Daily) is the online version of the 'Supplement to the Official Journal of the European Union', dedicated to European public procurement.

11.3 Six finalists vie for title of European Green Capital 2012 and 2013

Barcelona, Malmö, Nantes, Nuremberg, Reykjavík and Vitoria-Gasteiz have been shortlisted by the European Green Capital Award evaluation panel as finalists in the contest for this prestigious environmental honour. The competition for the 2012 and 2013 European Green Capital Awards has entered its final stages, with the 17 candidate cities now been whittled down to a shortlist of six. The finalists are Barcelona and Vitoria-Gasteiz from Spain, Malmö from Sweden, the French city of Nantes, Nuremberg in Germany and Reykjavík, the capital of EU candidate country Iceland. The evaluation panel began examining applications on 1 February 2010, and a decision has now been reached. Cities are evaluated against a comprehensive checklist of environmental criteria which includes the local contribution to the fight against climate change, transport facilities, green urban areas, sustainable land use, nature and biodiversity, local air quality, noise pollution, waste production and management, water consumption, waste water treatment, and the environmental management of the municipality.

11.4 SOP of Directive on Energy performance of buildings Directive

In a public deliberation, the Council took note of the state of play and procedures concerning the so-called "energy efficiency package", which includes the following three proposals:

· an energy performance of buildings directive

· an energy labelling directive
· a regulation on labelling of tyres with respect to fuel efficiency
The Council has been working intensively on the proposals and has already adopted the regulation on labelling of tyres and reached an informal agreement with the European Parliament on the two directives. Nevertheless, the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty requires some adaptations mainly concerning the legal basis and the comitology provisions. Consultations are ongoing between the institutions on these issues. Go here for the procedure details 

12) Forthcoming events
12.1 European unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) conference - Brussels, 1 July 2010

The Conference is the first one of its kind worldwide, reaching beyond the community of experts and developers. With an expected audience of about 400 senior decision makers, it will bring together Member States officials, European Union institutions representatives, end users and Industry leaders. Key-note speakers will include high level representatives of the European Commission, EDA and Industry.

Go here for more details 

12.2 'TEN-T Days 2010: Trans-European Transport Networks - drawing up the EU Core network for an integrated, efficient and environmentally friendly European transport system.’

Zaragoza on 8 and 9 June 2010, a conference on the future of trans-European transport networks

The main aim of the Conference will be to allow Ministers and stakeholders to identify, on the basis of a consultation document from the European Commission, the key elements of the methodology to draw up the future TEN-T planning and implementation framework. Ministers and stakeholders should also explore how EU financial instruments can be mobilised more effectively as part of a consistent funding strategy, that pulls together EU and national, public and private funding.

More details can be found here 

12.3 Effectiveness of EU Rail Policy in Brussels on 22 June 2010

These questions will be posed and answered during the international conference Effectiveness of EU Rail Policy in Brussels on 22 June 2010. 

Other issues include  

· the rail policy making process itself

· its current status 

· the future of EU rail policy

Go here for more details 

12.4 Debate on a sustainable future for transport in Europe + Eurocarex project on high speed rail freight services
Ile-de-France Region and Eurocarex association will organise a debate on Wednesday April 14th at 2:30 PM at Ile-de-France Europe Office (10, rue Montoyer - 1000 Brussels) in the presence of the Commission and the European Parliament representatives.

The topic of the debate will be: “Towards a sustainable future for transport in Europe?”  The EUROCAREX project on high speed rail freight services will also be presented during the event.  

If you are interested in the event, please contact Mrs Françoise Guaspare at francoise.guaspare@iledefrance-europe.eu 
If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:
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