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1) TRAN Committee Rapporteur publishes draft on the reduction of CO2 emissions

This week was published the draft opinion of the TRAN rapporteur on the EC proposal to reduce CO2 emissions for Light Commercial Vehicles. Once the Members of the TRAN Committee will have adopted an official opinion on the dossier, the document will be transmitted to the ENV Committee, which is the Committee responsible on the dossier. 

The main points of the Rapporteur's draft opinion are:

· To postpone the entry into force of the Regulation by 3 years, with a phase in period of 2017-2019 instead of 2014-2016 for the 175 g CO2/km target)

· to lower the 2020 target from 135 to 162g CO2/km

· to use the revenues from the Excess Emissions Premium to finance projects aimed at lowering the impact of transport on the environment

· to improve super-credits measures, harmonise the LCV and passenger car penalties in addition to other amendments

The draft opinion will be discussed during the next meeting of the TRAN Committee on 27-28 April and can be consulted here. 

2) Commission establishes European strategy on clean and energy efficient vehicles

The Commission aims to establish a European strategy on clean and energy efficient vehicles with the following threefold aim:

1. First, the Commission sets out medium- to long-term objectives to promote a new industrial approach, based on clean and energy-efficient vehicles that will boost the competitiveness of the European industry and will provide new jobs and support restructuring. At the same time, the proper functioning of the internal market shall be preserved.

2. Second, the strategy should help European industry in taking globally a leading role in the deployment of alternative propulsion technologies that will serve as building blocks for the future worldwide mobility system. A visible global trend towards sustainable transport technologies, for example in the US and China shows that the competitiveness of the European automotive industry must be based on continued leadership in clean and energy efficient technologies.

3. Third, and most importantly the strategy will promote the creation of a green economy based on sustainability and will support the decarbonisation of transport.

According to the Commission, this strategy will propose action in the areas where it can have distinct added value and complement the actions taken by industry, national and regional public authorities. The Commission has now published the presentations made at a public hearing held last month that assessed future scenarios in terms of technology and market development including the role of the Commission with respect to these developments (see here). Written contribution from participants can also be consulted here. 

RAIL TRANSPORT

3) MEP Simpson drafts resolution on implementation of railway Directives

The chairman of the TRAN Committee MEP Brian Simpson (PSE, UK) will present during the next TRAN meeting on 28 April a draft resolution on the first railway package, criticizing its lack of implementation by Member States. The MEP requests in particular that the Commission treats in priority in its revision of the first railway package scheduled in 2010 the problems of the independence of infrastructure managers, the insufficient set up of an independent regulatory body (lack of resources and powers) and the lack of implementation of provisions on track access charging. The motion for resolution can be consulted at the following link:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/tran/re/810/810396/810396en.pdf
This motion for resolution follows an exchange of views held last February between Members of the TRAN Committee and the Commission and an oral question of 9 March 2010 from MEP Simpson to the Commission that can be consulted (and the answer from Commissioner Kallas) at the following link:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+OQ+O-2010-0030+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
4) Rail Baltica feasibility study gets underway 

A study has begun into the feasibility of building a standard gauge railway linking Tallinn in Estonia with Latvia, Lithuania and the Polish border. On April 6 the tri national steering committee for the Rail Baltica project held its first meeting with consultancy AECOM, which has been selected to undertaken the study following an international tendering process launched last October. The study will be completed in early 2011, with AECOM assessing the costs and benefits of a new 1 435 mm gauge railway built to European standards for passenger and freight services. It will propose a single route option for development, enabling the governments of the Baltic states and the European Union to decided whether to go ahead and on what timescale. The European Union is meeting half of the €396 000 cost of the study under its Trans-European Networks programme for 2007-13, with the three Baltic states funding the remainder. The existing rail networks in the Baltic states are 1520 mm gauge, and have been focused on traffic to and from Russia and the 1520 region rather than EU member states. 

Source: Railway Gazette

AIR TRANSPORT

5) EU flights meltdown enters second day as volcano erupts

The eruption of a volcano in Iceland has provoked mass disruptions in Northern Europe as a cloud of ash brought air traffic in Northern Europe and Brussels to a standstill. In Belgium, the airspace was closed as of 16:30 CET on Thursday and will remain closed until further notice, until noon at least, maybe even until 18:00 PM this evening, according to the transport ministry. Eurocontrol, the European air safety organisation, said yesterday that the airspace in Northern Europe could remain closed for up to two days depending on how fast it takes for the volcanic ash cloud to fly over the continent. 5,000 to 6,000 of the 28,000 daily flights across Europe were cancelled on Thursday as a result of the ash plume, said Lucia Pasquini, a Eurocontrol spokeswoman. The ash cloud, though largely invisible to the naked eye, consists of extremely fine rock particles, which are highly dangerous when drawn into aircraft engines, forcing aviation authorities to act swiftly and decisively. The main mass of the cloud has drifted over Scandinavia, while a number of other northern countries, including Belgium and the UK, have closed down their national airspace completely until further notice.

LOGISTICS

6) Global logistics market to grow 14 per cent

The global logistics and express market will grow by 14 per cent over the next three years to some £2.6 trillion ($4tr), according to analyst Datamonitor. However, demand will shift away from North America and Europe to the emerging markets of Latin America, BRIC and the Middle East. This trend is reflected in the fact that North America and Europe are expected to lose a 2.2 per cent and 1.5 per cent share of the global market by 2013, while Asia Pacific is expected to gain nearly 1.5 per cent. Datamonitor predicts that logistics and express spend as a proportion of global GDP will regain its 2008 peak of 9.3 per cent in 2013. A number of trends are however creating a challenging environment in which it will be harder to uncover opportunities for growth.

Source SupplyChainStandard.com

7) New standards for supply chain operations

GS1 and the Bureau International des Containers et du Transport Intermodal (BIC) have agreed to co-operate and encourage the harmonisation of supply chain standards for freight, transport and logistics. GS1 is the not for profit supply chain standards organisation and BIC is the official registration office for international container owner and operator identification codes. The agreement sets out a framework for co-operation and technical collaboration between both organisations, which looks to establish a number of standards. GS1 is set to develop global standards for the supply chain which are used to improve efficiency and visibility of goods, while BIC will look develop and enforce global standards used to identify owners or principle operators of freight containers in international trade. GS1 and BIC will contribute to the definition of the standards through the relevant ISO groups and internal standards development activities such as the GS1 GSMP (Global Standards Management Process).

Source SupplyChainStandard.com

GENERAL MATTERS

8) TEN-T Info Day & Project Finance Workshop: 31 May - 1 June 2010

The TEN-T Executive Agency plans a two-day event on 31 May - 1 June, featuring the 2010 TEN-T Calls Info Day and Project Finance Workshop. These complementary events will give potential TEN-T project applicants key information about the calls and selection process, as well as a more in-depth look into public - private partnerships. You are invited to attend both days, so check out the links below for more information - including the draft agendas and how to register - on the event links below. CLECAT will be participating and reporting.

2010 Info Day - 31 May 2010
The Info Day, to be held in the Borschette Centre in Brussels (Belgium), will provide information to current and prospective beneficiaries on the 2010 Annual and Multi-Annual Calls ahead of the submission deadline to ensure a large number of high-quality project proposals are received. Interpretation in five languages will be available (French, English, German, Spanish, Italian) and it will also be broadcast live over the internet for those unable to attend in person.

Project Finance Workshop - 1 June 2010
This new event is aimed at providing a forum for discussion on TEN-T project finance in general and PPPs in particular. It is scheduled to follow the Info Day to give participants the possibility to attend both and will take place in the same venue (Borschette Centre, Brussels).

9) Public Consultation on next GSP scheme

The purpose of the consultation exercise is to seek comments from interested parties as inputs to the Commission's work to prepare a future proposal to the Council and Parliament on a successor Regulation. You will find the document here. Input and comments on the questionnaire are to be received by Monday 31 May 2010 at the latest. In case you have questions, they can be directed to TRADE-GSP-Consultation@ec.europa.eu
10) Decisions on mergers & State aid
10.1 Commission takes Greece to Court for failure to recover illegal aid from Hellenic Shipyards

The European Commission has decided to refer Greece to the European Court of Justice for not complying with a Commission decision of 8 July 2008 that found that State aid was unlawfully granted to Hellenic Shipyards (HSY) and should, therefore, have been recovered. The Commission has been in discussions with the Greek authorities and Hellenic Shipyards since July 2008, concerning possible ways of implementing the decision, taking into account the company's financial difficulties. The objective is to ensure an effective implementation of the decision while respecting the national security interests of Greece and bearing in mind the company employees' best interests. But these efforts have been fruitless so far. The Commission has therefore decided to refer Greece to the Court of Justice of the European Union, under Article 108(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU.

10.2 Commission clears public R&D funding for Daher-Socata and Sogerma 

The European Commission has authorised France under EU State aid rules to grant repayable advances of €35.14 million to Daher-Socata (€12.34 million) and Sogerma (€22.8 million) for the development of the next-generation Main Landing Gear Doors and Main Landing Gear Bay of the future Airbus A 350 XWB. The Commission found the repayable advances compatible with the EU Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation. In particular, the aid addresses a specific market failure, is appropriate, and is limited to the minimum necessary.

11) Interesting publications
11.1 Embrace Volatility - A route to steer technology supply chains out of the recession

DHL Supply Chain identifies the technology industry as one of the strongest indicators of activity across all markets. Technology’s central place in our economic, social and cultural lives makes it a barometer for the financial health of businesses and consumers. The report explains how the technology sector can manage uncertainty through a diversification strategy, underpinned by an agile supply chain and some bold thinking. In doing so, we hope to help technology companies perform strongly in the downturn and emerge with a competitive edge in the recovery.

Download it here 

12) Forthcoming events
12.1 Getting ready for the future - Cities for cities: tools for improving air quality and tackling climate change, Ljubljana, 1-2 June 2010

Cities and regions all around Europe are facing exposure to high levels of air pollution and the emerging impacts of climate change. Designing, implementing and monitoring mitigation measures is a tremendous challenge for policy makers and authorities. The CITEAIR II project is working on tools to support monitoring and managing air quality in cities.

More details and registration can be found here 

If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:

CLECAT, 77, Rue du Commerce, B-1040 BRUSSELS

Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52

Web: www.clecat.org  / E-mail: info@clecat.org
This publication is intended for the use of CLECAT members only
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