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MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) Public consultation on EU e-Maritime initiative

This consultation aims to collect views on the e-Maritime initiative in order to assess the possible actions that could help meet the above-mentioned e Maritime objectives. Consultations are to evaluate these measures, propose modifications or even other measures, and also to get opinion on the EU e-Maritime initiative in general. Please note that at this stage the consultations are still assessing the broader objectives and the framework within which to work and not on the details of the technical issues. The selected measures will be later further evaluated in conjunction with maritime transport economic and social partners, after a general approach has been agreed. The consultation is being launched only in an electronic form via the interactive policy-making tool. Interested parties are invited to send their comments, suggestions and replies to the questionnaire to the Commission by the 27th of June 2010 at the latest. CLECAT are currently evaluating this and will look to possibly submit shortly, we will keep you informed.

For more on Commission Maritime go here

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/maritime/index_en.htm  

Go here for submissions to the consultation

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=emaritime 

2) Reporting Formalities for Ships Presented to TRAN

Continuing differences with Council, particularly on timing, make it unlikely that agreement will be reached for the May Plenary. Mr Sterckx reported on the discussions he had held with the Council Presidency and Commission. He noted that the main outstanding points included: the date of entry into force of the Directive, the language regime for written communications and the treatment of ships remaining within Union waters. There were also other more detailed issues to be resolved. However he would meet the Council Presidency again next week and hoped it would be possible to conclude before the summer break. The Shadow Rapporteurs welcomed the regular information Mr Sterckx had provided and invited him to continue discussions with the Council. The Chair concluded that the Rapporteur had a mandate to pursue talks with a view to a first reading agreement.

See here for more
Timetable foreseen:

Adoption in Plenary: May 2010

ROAD TRANSPORT

3) Clean and energy efficient vehicles: European Commission tables strategy 

The European strategy for encouraging the development and eventual widespread use of clean and energy efficient vehicles is laid down in a Communication, tabled by the European Commission this week. It delivers on the consensus between Member States and European Commission Vice-President Antonio Tajani's commitment to move on from short-term recovery measures to a medium-term orientation that strengthens the competitiveness of the European automotive industry by linking it to clean technologies. The strategy also contributes to the Europe 2020 objectives of smart and sustainable growth. It contains an Action Plan composed of concrete and ambitious measures to be implemented by the Commission. Important national and regional actions are currently taken by the Member States and by EU’s global partners to promote the mass production and market uptake of green vehicles. In parallel, the momentum is building with the industrial plans for the mass market dominance of the fuel-efficient conventional vehicles and an important roll-out of electric vehicles in 2011. With the new strategy, the Commission wants to provide an impetus on the European level and seize the full potential of green vehicles to contribute to fight the climate change, reduce the oil dependency of Europe and revitalize Europe’s industrial fabric.

4) TRAN Committee discusses draft opinion on emission of Light Commercial Vehicles

This week, MEP Vlasak presented his draft opinion on the Commission proposal concerning emission performance of LCV to TRAN the Committee. The main points highlighted in the draft opinion are:

· To postpone the entry into force of the Regulation by 3 years, with a phase in period of 2017-2019 instead of 2014-2016 for the 175 g CO2/km target)

· to lower the 2020 target from 135 to 162g CO2/km

· to use the revenues from the Excess Emissions Premium to finance projects aimed at lowering the impact of transport on the environment

· to improve super-credits measures, harmonise the LCV and passenger car penalties in addition to other amendments

Mr Vlasak reminded the TRAN Committee of the current economic climate and its effects on both manufacturers and consumers, as well as the relatively small market share of LCVs. The ensuing discussion was animated with some Groups welcoming the Rapporteur's proposals as a constructive first step and others being critical and arguing for more stringent measures than the Commission had originally proposed. The most important disagreements were on the targets and the timescale. TRAN Members also raised the possibility of including speed limitations, a new proposal to which the Commission gave a cautious welcome as it defended the overall approach and targets in its proposal.

The draft report can be consulted here
RAIL TRANSPORT

5) Call for Tender: study on European rail vehicles and infrastructure databases

The study will provide a detailed overview on data requirements which arise from the European railway regulatory framework, including Safety and Interoperability Directives (and the related secondary legislation e.g. technical specifications for interoperability), on market needs for real-time data exchange, and on existing IT applications in operation or being developed in Europe. The study will determine if these applications make it possible to fulfil the requirements. The study will then recommend a real-time data exchange system from the technical, governance and financial aspects. Finally, the study will examine the technical and economic feasibility of it. Deadline is the 7th June. Please go here for full details http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:122050-2010:TEXT:EN:HTML 

6) TRAN discusses draft resolution on implementation of first railway package

As CLECAT members have been informed earlier this month, the chairman of the TRAN Committee MEP Brian Simpson (PSE, UK) has drafted resolution on the first railway package, criticizing its lack of implementation by Member States.  With this draft resolution, the MEP requests in particular that the Commission treats in priority in its revision of the first railway package scheduled in 2010 the problems of the independence of infrastructure managers, the insufficient set up of an independent regulatory body (lack of resources and powers) and the lack of implementation of provisions on track access charging. The draft resolution was debated this week by Member of the TRAN Committee. A large majority of Members supported the approach of the Chairman and criticized Member States and the European Commission. They shared the views that Member States were aiming at preserving and protecting their national rail markets thus preventing the creation of an integrated European rail market. Some Members suggested that deadlines should be introduced to transmit information, that a clear diagnostic of the situation was needed, and that legal procedures against Member States should be launched; these Members expressed their concern that the Commission would not act without any strict deadlines imposed by Parliament. Other MEPs also insisted on the need for investment in rail infrastructure as a means to ensure a proper competitive and open rail market. The European Commission answered by recalling its actions since 2008 and contested the fact that the Commission had not been active enough in order to guarantee the full implementation of the first railway package, explaining its actions via several technical justifications and by the recent integration of new Member States.

The draft resolution is scheduled for TRAN and plenary adoption on June 2010 and can be consulted at the following link:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/tran/re/810/810396/810396en.pdf
AIR TRANSPORT

7) Commission outlines response to tackle the impact on air transport

European Commission Vice-President Siim Kallas, responsible for transport, has presented to the College a preliminary assessment of the economic consequences for the air transport industry of the volcanic ash crisis. In addition the Vice President presented a range of possible short-term actions and structural measures to help the air transport industry overcome this unprecedented period. The package includes possible short-term and more structural measures to respond to the crisis, including:

1. Measures where immediate co-ordination is needed to provide European solutions.

a. Co-ordinated European action is urgently needed to revise the existing international procedures in case of volcanic activity.

b. Co-ordinated application of rules on state aid

2. Short-term and temporary relief measures

a. The Commission will recommend that slot coordinators take into account the effects of the crisis

b. will not object to Member State measures to waive operational restrictions for short periods – e.g. flight restrictions, until normal service

c. Recommend to refer the actual payments for en-route charges for a defined period of time.

Longer term measures include establishing an aviation platform, convened by Vice-President Kallas, with all stakeholders at European level, to facilitate long-term co-ordination with the air transport sector, as well as to allow for effective short-term follow up to these crisis measures.

8) EU to fast-track 'single sky' after a week of air travel chaos

European Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas will also present recommendations on unifying Europe's airspace will top the list of proposals ahead of an extraordinary meeting of EU transport ministers on 4 May. The meeting, to be held in Brussels, will address the economic impact of the crisis on the airline industry. Kallas' predecessors have been trying to unite Europe's airspace for the last decade under the Single European Sky, which would streamline the 27 national airspaces to just nine by June 2012. 

Last week, the EU's competition chief Joaquin Almunia, said the European Commission may allow European Union governments to provide aid to airlines hit by a severe loss of revenue due to the volcanic ash cloud. Some are talking about a bailout package to rescue the airline industry similar to the one agreed for the banking sector in 2008. Globally, the airline industry says the crisis had cost it about $1.7 billion in lost revenue, though it also saved some $660 million in costs such as fuel.

CUSTOMS 

9) Commission opens public consultation on double taxation problems in the EU

The European Commission has launched an online public consultation to ask individuals, companies and tax advisers for information on double taxation problems that they have encountered when operating across borders within the EU.  The consultation will run until 30 June 2010. The aim of the public consultation is to identify the nature of the problems that EU taxpayers are facing and the extent to which many individuals and companies are encountering the problem of being taxed on the same income or profits in two or more different Member States.

For more information see the consultation web page. 
10) VAT Rates available

The VAT rates applicable in the EU Member States as of 1 May 2010 are now available from the website.

LOGISTICS

11) Call for Tender: study on collection of European mobility data and statistics 

The objective of the present study is to address the limited availability of comparable data and statistics in the field of urban transport. The study will identify possible data sources and prepare recommendations for the collection and availability of comparable, relevant, and timely data and statistics in the field of urban transport and mobility at EU level. On the basis of the results of this study the Commission will investigate the possibility of setting up an EU data collection framework in the field of urban transport and mobility. Deadline 10th June. Please go here for more details

 http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:120371-2010:TEXT:EN:HTML 

12) Call for Tender: study on urban freight transport

The aim of this study is to carry out a review of the existing and planned practices and measures relating to the urban section of the freight transport chain across the Member States, including specific solutions applied and/or tested locally, with a view to ascertaining whether, to what extent, and in which form action at European level can be envisaged to promote successful solutions and improve the performance of freight transport. Possible actions at EU level on harmonisation of rules and technical systems and standards as well as on the exchange of best practices should be identified and assessed in depth with respect to economic, social and environmental impacts, as well as against the present situation of uncoordinated action at national, regional and local level. The Deadline is the 10th June. Please go here for full details

http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:118611-2010:TEXT:EN:HTML 


GENERAL MATTERS

13) Once-hidden EU report reveals damage from biodiesel

Biofuels such as biodiesel from soy beans can create up to four times more climate-warming emissions than standard diesel or petrol, according to an EU document released under freedom of information laws. The European Union has set itself a goal of obtaining 10% of its road fuels from renewable sources, mostly biofuels, by the end of this decade, but it is now worrying about the unintended environmental impacts. Four major studies are under way. Chief among those fears is that biofuel production soaks up grain from global commodity markets, forcing up food prices and encouraging farmers to clear tropical forests in the quest for new land. Burning forests releases vast quantities of carbon dioxide and often cancels out many of the climate benefits sought from biofuels. Biodiesel from North American soybeans has an indirect carbon footprint of 339.9 kilograms of CO2 per gigajoule - four times higher than standard diesel - said the EU document, an annex that was controversially stripped from a report published in December. But it has now been made public after Reuters used freedom of information laws to gain a copy. 

Source Euractiv from Reuters

14) Public consultation: Access to Traffic and Travel data

The objective of this questionnaire is to collect information across the EU on the status of traffic and travel information with regard to the following aspects:

· Traffic and travel data availability and access, co-operation and data exchange between public and private sector

· Definition of safety related traffic information and provision of free universal traffic information services

On 16 December 2008 the European Commission adopted the ITS Action Plan for road transport and interfaces with other modes, especially public transport. Aim is to accelerate and coordinate the deployment of ITS applications. One of the action areas deals with the optimal use of road, travel and traffic data. The information from this consultation will support an on-going study in this field. We will not participate unless instructed by members. For full details go here

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/its/consultations/2010_06_18_traffic_travel_data_en.htm 

15) Commission makes it easier to apply for and manage EU grants

The European Commission has unveiled a plan to simplify the procedures for taking part in EU-funded research projects. The overall aim is to make participation transparent and attractive to the best researchers and innovative companies in Europe and beyond. Complementing the proposals on simplification, the Commission has also appointed a group of independent experts to review all aspects of the current Seventh Framework Programme. 

16) Europe's transport emissions keep rising

The Executive Director of the EEA, Professor Jacqueline McGlade, presented the 10th annual report of the Transport and Environment Reporting Mechanism (TERM report) "Towards a Resource Efficient Transport System - TERM 2009".

The report reflects the last decade, where successful measures were taken based on TERM data on transport’s environmental impact, in particular in the area of air pollution. The 2009 report calls for a clear vision defining Europe's transport system by 2050 and consistent policies to achieve it. The report presents a mixed picture of the transport sector's environmental achievements in all 32 EEA countries during the period 1997-2007.

Greenhouse gas emissions from transport grew by 28% between 1990 and 2007 across the 32 European countries, accounting for 19% of total emissions, the data shows. And while Europe recorded some successes in reducing air pollutant emissions, road transport remains the largest emitter of nitrogen oxides and the second-largest source of particulate matter in 2007, it reveals. Freight transport continued to grow somewhat faster than the economy, boosted by greater efficiency partly caused by the removal of intra-EU barriers, according to the report. The largest increases were recorded in road (43%) and air (35%) freight across the 27 EU member states.

CLECAT will be filing a report shortly which will be sent to members.

17) Brief News
17.1 European Inventors of the year 2010– The most inventive minds in Europe

Bioplastics, football-shaped molecules, GPS technology, hydrogen fuels cells and three-dimensional scanning systems - the fields covered by the winners of the European Inventor Award 2010 range from ecology and nuclear physics to information systems and satellite-based navigation. The European Patent Office (EPO) and the European Commission today honoured the five prizewinners from Germany, Switzerland, the USA and Canada at a gala ceremony in Madrid under the presence of Prince Felipe and Princess Letizia of Asturias. Two winners included Sanjai Kohli and Steven Chen (USA). Thanks to their work, GPS systems can now also be used commercially and are a part of our everyday lives, Ben Wiens and Danny Epps (Canada) who developed electrochemical fuel cells which are now a commercially successful alternative to fossil fuels.

17.2 Ombudsman: One third of complaints concern lack of transparency in EU admin

The European Ombudsman, P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, has called on the EU administration to become more transparent and citizen-friendly. In 2009, more than one third of complaints that led to inquiries (36%) concerned alleged lack of transparency, including refusal to release documents or information. Other types of alleged maladministration concerned late payments for EU projects, unfairness, abuse of power and discrimination. In 2009, the Ombudsman received 3,098 complaints from citizens, companies, NGOs and associations (3,406 in 2008). In almost 80% of cases, the Ombudsman was able to help the complainant by opening an inquiry into the case, transferring it to a competent body, or giving advice on where to turn. The Ombudsman opened 339 inquiries and closed 318 inquiries in 2009. In total, he handled almost 5,000 complaints and information requests. His report is available here
18) Interesting publications
18.1 New Thematic Research Summary on 'Financing, pricing and taxation'

29 Apr 2010: 

The Transport Research Knowledge Centre (TRKC) has published a new Thematic Research Summary (TRS) on 'Financing, pricing and taxation', which aims to provide the reader with a synthesis of results of completed European research projects related to that theme. The first part includes a brief overview of the scope of the theme and summarises the main policy developments at EU level relevant to the theme. The second part contains a synthesis of the main findings and policy implications from research projects and identifies the implications for further research. The report is available here 

19) Forthcoming events
19.1 Transport Research Knowledge Centre workshop
The TRKC will host a workshop at the Transport Research Arena 2010 (TRA 2010) event in Brussels on 'Accessing transport research information' from 13:45 to 15:00 on Wednesday 9 June. More information here 

19.2 Sino European Freight Forwarders Conference 2010 

Conference runs from 13 to 16 June, 2010, to be held in World Trade Center, Barcelona. Please go here or here for more info
If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:

CLECAT, 77, Rue du Commerce, B-1040 BRUSSELS

Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52

Web: www.clecat.org  / E-mail: info@clecat.org
This publication is intended for the use of CLECAT members only
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