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MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) EU closes legal case on discriminatory working conditions for seafarers 

The European Commission has closed a legal case against Spain for discriminating against workers on the basis of nationality in accessing jobs on ships flying the Spanish flag. The decision to close the case follows Spain's action to bring its legislation into line with EU law. The infringement proceedings were a result of Spain's failure to follow a ruling by the EU's Court of Justice in 2008 that Spanish rules violated EU law on free movement of workers. On 20 November 2008, the Court of Justice of the EU ruled that the Spanish law prohibiting non-Spanish EU-citizens from access to the posts of captain and chief mate on certain ships flying the Spanish flag were incompatible with EU rules on free movement of workers. The ruling followed similar judgements of the Court against France in March 2008 and against Italy in September 2008 confirming its initial case law of 2003 on this question. Article 260 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU says that a country must take all measures necessary to comply with a Court ruling which finds that it has failed to meet its obligations under EU law. If it does not do so, the Commission may open new infringement proceedings. The Spanish authorities have now adopted the necessary changes to national rules and the Commission has therefore decided to close the case. 

2) Commission sends a reasoned opinion to Malta on port state control

The European Commission has sent a reasoned opinion to the Maltese authorities for failure to implement properly the EU directive on port state control. This Directive is an instrument in the field of maritime safety, aimed at fighting substandard shipping in the European Union. Malta is required to comply with the request within two months, failing which the case may go before the European Court of Justice. The Commission action was initiated following an inspection visit by the European Maritime Safety Agency in Malta. These visits are part of a monitoring programme by the Commission designed to assess how the directive is implemented in practice in each Member State. The Commission considers that Malta failed to provide the Commission with the information requested (number of ship calls and number of inspectors) and failed to impose penalties.

ROAD TRANSPORT

3) Commission welcomes Member State endorsement for eCall in-car system

The European Commission has welcomed five more Member States endorsing the eCall in-car emergency system. This life-saving system automatically dials Europe's single emergency number 112 in the event of a serious accident and could save up to 2500 lives per year in Europe when fully deployed. At a ceremony in Brussels on 4th May Belgium, Denmark, Luxemburg, Malta and Romania are signing the EU's Memorandum of Understanding to implement eCall across Europe, joining 15 other European countries that had already signed. eCall automatically dials Europe's single emergency number 112 in case of a severe crash and transfers the exact location of the accident and other essential information to the nearest emergency service. It is estimated that eCall could save up to 2500 lives per year when fully deployed and mitigate the consequences of severe accidents in over 15% of cases due to reduced response time of emergency services.

4) CLEPA-EMF conf on tomorrow’s mobility and decarbonisation of transport

CLECAT attended a conference organised by CLEPA (European Association of Automotive Suppliers) and EMF (European Metalworkers’ Federation) on 27 April entitled “What future for transport, beyond challenges, towards a shared vision of mobility”. Topics of discussion included “visions for tomorrow’s mobility” and “decarbonisation of transport and its impact on competitiveness & employment”. 

Many speakers tended to agree that although it is important to keep R&D investments within the EU, technological development (development of alternative fuels, ITS connectivity) is not enough to satisfy the need for physical mobility and reduce CO2 emissions in the future. What should also be developed includes a well-functioning integrated transportation system, changes in driving behaviour, incentives for fleet renewal, better infrastructure, improvements of logistic management (reduction of empty runs). As regard urban transport, one speaker highlighted the very important issue of last mile distribution (for both passengers and freight) and said that we should not create infrastructure and services (eg: high speed rail terminals inside cities) that would actually create higher congestion for the last mile of passengers and goods.

One of the invited speakers was the Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, Mr. Laszlo Andor, who said that the future challenges faced by the automotive industry do not only concern about climate change but also global competition, saturated market, and social challenges. This is the reason why the automotive industry must reinvent itself and prepare for the skills and requirements of the jobs of the future (for instance by promoting vocational trainings). 

The entire speech of the Commissioner can be consulted at the following link:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/10/186&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
RAIL TRANSPORT

5) EU takes four countries to court over working conditions for rail workers 

The European Commission has today referred four Member States to the EU's Court of Justice for failing to communicate their national measures for transposing legislation on working conditions in the international rail sector (Directive 2005/47/EC). National measures must cover minimum standards in working conditions, driving times, breaks and daily and weekly rest periods. The countries concerned are Estonia, Italy, Luxembourg and Portugal. The move follows a final warning sent to all four countries in June 2009. The EU rules on working conditions for mobile workers in international rail transport (Directive 2005/47/EC) translate an agreement between European trade unions and employers. They aim to ensure satisfactory conditions for those working in cross-border rail services. Legislation on the conditions for rail workers should have been transposed by the Member States by 27 July 2008 at the latest, following consultation of the social partners.

6) Commission warns Bulgaria over lack of implementation of 'first rail package' 

The European Commission has sent a reasoned opinion to Bulgaria today regarding its failure to properly implement the 'first railway package' legislation. Bulgaria will need to solve important issues relating to its system of railway track access charges. After the Commission sent a letter of formal notice to Bulgaria in June 2008, the country made a number of modifications to its national rules in order to comply with EU law. However, there are still shortcomings in relation to the implementation of the rules on track access charging. The Bulgarian infrastructure manager did not implement a methodology for the calculation of charges which would comply with the railway directives.

7) Call for papers for a conference on “Railways and Environment”

Delft University of Technology and Europoint will organise ‘Railways and Environment’ on 16 December 2010 in Delft, the Netherlands. The conference offers a one-day platform to discuss the current scientific research, industrial developments and innovations in this area and their direction in an international setting. The programme coordinator and scientific committee of the conferenceRailways & Environment invite interested parties to submit a paper abstract about: 

· Emission of vibration 

· Noise emission

· Air quality 

· Ground pollution

· Energy consumption

· Sustainability & renewability in the Life Cycle

· Life Cycle Management (technical ideas & innovations)

If you would like to submit an abstract of your presentation, please send your abstract to conferences@europoint.eu  by 15 June 2010 at the latest. The papers will be reviewed by the programme coordinator with support of the scientific committee. Presenters will be notified by 15 August 2010 if their proposals have been accepted and publication guidelines will be provided.

8) Euro Rail Network 2nd Reading through

The TRAN Committee adopted by a large majority the draft recommendation for the second reading of the proposal for a Regulation for a European rail freight network. This draft recommendation, which will be adopted in plenary in June, constitutes a mandate for the negotiations with the Council. Among the changes adopted, the draft recommendation reinforces the role of one-stop-shops by creating a joint body in each freight corridor and by giving them competences in the allocation of some international train paths. It also proposes a more rapid implementation of the freight corridors, the reinforcement of the criteria for the creation of the corridors by inserting them in the text and the new procedure of delegated acts to be used for the modification of the freight corridors, which gives more competences to the Parliament. A significant number of amendments made changes to Annex I listing the routes for the initial freight corridors. On the institutional aspects, the TRAN Committee extended the competences of the management board of each freight corridor, giving the board a legal status, and created a specific advisory group for the railway undertakings in order to reinforce their consultation in the managing system of the corridor.

The report was adopted by 30:2:4.

Timetable foreseen: Adoption in plenary: June 2010.

AIR TRANSPORT

9) European Commission proposes to open the aviation market with Brazil

The European Commission has proposed to open negotiations on a comprehensive aviation agreement with Brazil, which is by far the largest air transport market in South America. According to an economic impact assessment study, an agreement with Brazil could generate up to €460 million in consumer benefits a year. The potential for traffic growth is estimated at 335,000 additional passengers in the first year. Negotiations would aim at opening market access for airlines and achieving a high level of regulatory convergence. Earlier this year the Brazilian government expressed strong interest in air transport negotiations with the EU in order to remove barriers for air traffic growth. The timing is of particular relevance when considering the FIFA World Cup in 2014 and the Olympic Games in 2016. European airports also explicitly asked the EU institutions to open in 2010 air transport negotiations with Brazil and other strategic markets in order to facilitate the industry's recovery after the crisis. The Commission needs authorisation from EU transport ministers before opening such negotiations. The EU already has air transport agreements in effect with the United States, Canada, Morocco and the Western Balkan countries. In recent weeks, the Commission has successfully finalised air transport negotiations with Jordan, Georgia and a second-stage agreement with the United States.

10) Commission requires Austria to ensure implementation of aircraft checks

The European Commission today sent a reasoned opinion to Austria for failure to transpose EU rules on safety checks of aircraft using EU airports. The rules establish European safety standards covering aircraft inspections, possible measures for unsafe aircraft (including grounding) and standards for the training and qualification of inspectors. Austria has two months to comply with the request.

11) EU agrees to speed up joint control of sky

European transport ministers have agreed to establish safety guidelines for flying in volcanic ash and to swiftly unify European airspace. The European Commission won support for plans to push forward its ‘Single Skies’ package at a meeting held as Britain and Ireland closed airports for several hours again due to further drifting ash from the Icelandic volcano. While standards are being set, they agreed to stick to the advice of Eurocontrol and the Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre. The Commission estimates the April disruptions to air traffic cost an already struggling industry 1.5-2.5 billion Euros ($2-3.3 billion). In addition to the Single Skies initiative, the Commission proposed helping airlines ride out their cash-flow problems by deferring charges paid to air traffic controllers.

CUSTOMS AND TAXATION 

12) VAT rates 

The VAT rates applicable in the EU Member States as of 1 May 2010 are available on the website of the DG-Taxud:

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/how_vat_works/rates/vat_rates_en.pdf
13) ICS solutions

As from 1.1.2011 ocean carriers, airlines, railways and road hauliers bringing goods into the EU, Norway and Switzerland from 3rd countries to lodge an entry summary declaration (ENS) or to ensure that an ENS has been lodged by a third party. Freight forwarders are allowed to lodge the ENS subject to contractual agreement with the carrier. Together, KGH Customs Services and MIC Customs Solutions are going to introduce a European-wide ICS solution.

http://www.kghcustoms.com - http://www.mic-cust.com
LOGISTICS

14) Commission sends reasoned opinions to Member States on dangerous goods

The European Commission has decided today to send reasoned opinions to Finland, Greece, Ireland, Austria and the United Kingdom for failure to adopt national legislation on the inland transport of dangerous goods. Directive 2008/68/EC on the inland transport of dangerous goods, adopted in 2008, aims at guaranteeing the safe transport of dangerous goods by road, rail and inland waterways. The Commission took the decision to send reasoned opinions because Finland, Greece, Ireland, Austria and the United Kingdom have not fully transposed the directive into national law. The directive should have been fully transposed by 30 June 2008.

GENERAL MATTERS

15) freight market strong at the moment – Danske Bank report

Danske Bank’s European Freight Forwarding Index sets another all-time high for the second month in a row as the index improves from 75 to 78. The index improved for Road and Sea freight and dropped from 74 to 58 for Airfreight, which Danske Bank believe has been caused by the volcanic ash situation during April. 

The only risk element for the freight market for the coming 1-2 quarters seems to be related to the crisis in Greece, which could potentially lead to severe damage to the recovery story if the debt crisis in Greece starts spreading to other countries or the situation in Greece turns worse.
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16) Consultation on the Future Trans-European Transport Network

The European Commission has adopted a working document setting out a planning methodology for a trans-European core transport network. It is based on the 2009 Green Paper on the future of the trans-European transport network (TEN-T) policy and incorporates the outcomes of the corresponding public consultation and the work of six expert groups. Stakeholders, EU institutions and consultative bodies are now invited to comment on the document. The Commission Working Document “Consultation on the Future Trans-European Transport Network Policy”, is being reviewed by CLECAT (see Circular CI175) who will take part in this consultation and will inform members of any progress.

17) relaunch towards a common register and code of conduct for lobbyists

The European Commission and European Parliament has relaunched talks aimed at establishing a joint register and code of conduct for lobbyists. At the initiative of Commission Vice President Maroš Šefčovič and Mrs Diana Wallis, leading the Parliament delegation composed of Carlo Casini, Jo Leinen and Isabelle Durant, the high level working group, launched during the previous parliamentary legislature and Commission, will now resume its work with the intention of completing negotiations on the common register as early as possible, after reporting back to both institutions. There have been 2,700 organisations signed up to the Commission register launched in 2008 so far, including CLECAT. But now the Parliament and Commission wish to have a joint register. The group met this week and took stock of the progress made before the European elections last year. This included the joint statement of 22 April 2009 (Set of Guidelines for a common Register and a common code of conduct) setting out a list of shared points of agreement. Since then, a major feature has been the review published by the European Commission last October. Work will now concentrate on the administrative and technical issues that will need to be resolved, including for example the complaint and sanction mechanism.

18) Biofuel production standards Research

A number of standards and initiatives exist to minimise the negative environmental impacts of growing crops for biofuels. New research has reviewed these standards and recommended minimally acceptable criteria in the areas of biodiversity, agricultural practices, and mitigation of indirect land-use change. New research assessed seven biofuel-relevant initiatives on their attempts to mitigate risk. These included the EU-RES-D, the national UK Renewable Fuel Transport Obligation (RFTO), the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels (RSB) and the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The study identified three issues which mitigation of risk should focus on

· Conservation of areas of significant biodiversity value

· Mitigation of negative effects related to indirect land-use change

· Promotion of agricultural practices with low negative impacts on biodiversity

The research recommended that those in charge of developing standards should benchmark each standard against others.

19) Decisions on mergers & State aid
19.1 Commission refers Greece over discriminatory rules on petrol stations

The European Commission has decided to refer Greece to the Court of Justice over its rules restricting the establishment of petrol stations. The rules make it very difficult for businesses from other Member States to enter the Greek market, limiting competition in the market and choice for consumers. The Commission sent a reasoned opinion to Greece in June 2009 asking it to comply with EU law. As no satisfactory reply was received, the Commission has decided to take the case to the Court.

20) Brief News
20.1 Commission to take on bottlenecks to financing of SMEs

Data from the European Commission and European Central Bank indicate that bank credit standards are still tight, net demand for loans from enterprises declined and almost 20% of SMEs’ bank loan applications are rejected. The SME Finance Forum 2010 being held in Brussels this week focuses on new strategies for improving access to finance for SMEs. To address the difficult financing situation of SMEs, Vice-President Antonio Tajani, Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship, in agreement with Michel Barnier, Commissioner for Internal Market and Services, has proposed to upgrade the SME Finance Forum into a high-level dialogue between financial institutions and SMEs. It will monitor market developments and will recommend concrete actions to improve access to finance and the financial markets for SMEs. 

20.2 EC sends final warning to Italy over levels of fine particle pollution

The European Commission is pursuing legal action against Italy for failing to comply with EU air quality standards for dangerous airborne particles known as PM10. These particles, emitted mainly by industry, traffic and domestic heating, have been linked to asthma, cardiovascular problems, lung cancer and premature death. A second and final written warning has been sent to Italy for exceeding the limit values for PM10 in many zones or agglomerations across the country. 

21) Interesting publications
Integration of Marine Transport into the European Emissions Trading System Environmental, economic and legal analysis of different options

Can be downloaded here 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/uba-info-medien/mysql_medien.php?anfrage=Kennummer&Suchwort=3942 

If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:

CLECAT, 77, Rue du Commerce, B-1040 BRUSSELS

Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52

Web: www.clecat.org  / E-mail: info@clecat.org
This publication is intended for the use of CLECAT members only
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