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ROAD TRANSPORT

Ministers give go-ahead to electric vehicle standardisation

EU ministers have called for the rapid development of a European standard for electric vehicles to speed up their uptake, with France and Germany leading requests for EU finance to fund pilot projects. The EU's industry ministers attending a Competitiveness Council meeting this week gave their support to the European Commission's strategy for clean and energy-efficient vehicles, which was published last month. The strategy aims to promote the uptake of green vehicles without prejudice to technology, but it outlines specific action for electric cars, which it reckons are still missing a European framework. The ministers called for charging interfaces to be rapidly standardised to ensure that electric vehicles can be recharged anywhere within the EU, with any model of charger. They argued that interoperability between electric vehicles and the charging infrastructure is key to winning consumers' acceptance and thus creating a mass market for the new vehicles. Currently, international efforts to create standards for electric cars are fragmented, and each region is working to become the leader in standard-setting by developing their own solutions.

AIR TRANSPORT

Global airfreight volumes reflect impact of ash crisis

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) has announced international scheduled air traffic results for April 2010, reflecting the impact of Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull eruption on both passenger demand and cargo volumes. As a result of the massive flight cancellations centred in Europe during the six days in April following the eruptions of the Icelandic volcano, the fall in traffic interrupted the industry's recovery from the global financial crisis. International scheduled cargo traffic, less impacted than passenger traffic by the cancellations, saw the pace of its recovery slow to 25.2% growth in April (down from the 28.1% improvement recorded in March).

EU and Latin America agree to strengthen cooperation in civil aviation

At a joint EU–Latin America Civil Aviation Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Vice-President Siim Kallas, responsible for transport, today signed two "joint declarations" with Latin American aviation leaders that will lay the foundation for closer cooperation in civil aviation between the EU and Latin America. On 5 May 2010, the European Commission proposed to open negotiations with Brazil on a comprehensive air services agreement which could generate significant economic benefits to both sides through a combination of market opening and closer regulatory cooperation. At the aviation summit in Rio, the two sides expressed the hope that negotiations on such an agreement could start during 2010. The EU–Latin America Aviation Summit brought together more than 300 leading representatives of the Latin American and EU aviation sectors, representing public authorities, airlines, airports, aerospace industries and service providers. The summit provided an effective platform for identifying priority areas and ways forward in closer EU–Latin America aviation cooperation for the future.

European measures to minimise disruption caused by volcanic ash 

Guidelines issued this week are hoped to minimise airspace closures in the event of volcanic ash reaching Europe without compromising safety standards. This is the result of the European Commission, Eurocontrol and the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) working closely together with airlines, regulators, and aircraft and engine manufacturers over the past month. The improved approach will offer Member States greater flexibility in deciding how to manage their airspace, allowing for less flight disruption while still ensuring the highest level of safety. In addition the Commission and Eurocontrol have decided to create a European Aviation Crisis Coordination Cell (EACCC) to ensure a timely response to any future pan-European crisis severely affecting aviation. The refined approach involves a safety recommendation (safety information bulletin) by EASA on the basis of airspace zones defined by Eurocontrol. The zones are named after the colour used to indicate them on charts produced by the Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre (VAAC). These are:

· A  white zone where normal flight operations apply;

· A red zone ("enhanced procedures zone (b)") in which some volcanic ash may be encountered, but in which EASA considers that flights can take place;

· A grey zone ("enhanced procedures zone (a)") in which EASA recommends two approaches that allow flights under certain conditions; 

· A black zone ("no fly") in which EASA recommends banning flights because predicted ash concentrations exceed acceptable engine manufacturer tolerance levels. 

The London-based VAAC will publish charts at six-hour intervals. Eurocontrol will make these charts and all updates available on its CFMU NOP Portal here
CUSTOMS 

Amendments to CCIP rules on ENS/EXS and export published 

The long discussed package of amendments to the CCIP (customs code implementing provisions) relating to entry/exit security summary declarations and the export procedure has been published in the Official Journal L-125 of 21/5/2010: Please see here
The Regulation (Regulation 430/2010) will apply from 1.1.2011

GENERAL MATTERS

European SME Week 2010 - Promoting and supporting entrepreneurship

Vice President Antonio Tajani has launched the European SME Week 2010 in Brussels today. This pan-European campaign is designed to promote and support entrepreneurship. Over 3 million people are estimated to participate in the some 1261 events and activities that are being organised in 37 countries across Europe. It will showcase the support available to business at the European, national, regional and local level. At events SMEs and micro-firms can share experiences and develop their businesses. There is also a special focus on promoting entrepreneurship as a career option, especially for younger people. Some countries will run company open days, which will provide an insight into the challenges and rewards of running a business. The winners of the European Entrepreneurship Video Award 2010 will be honoured at a ceremony in Brussels tonight. 

More information in 21 languages on European SME Week 2010 http://ec.europa.eu/sme-week European Small Business portal http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/index_en.htmEuropean Entrepreneurship Video Award 2010 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/entrepreneurship/video-award/
Hedegaard backtracks on EU climate goals 

EU Climate Action Commissioner Connie Hedegaard has presented a paper making the case for moving towards a unilateral 30% cut in EU greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. But she failed to stand behind it, bowing to pressure from France and Germany. The EU's climate chief unveiled a new communication arguing that increasing the EU's 2020 climate goal to a 30% emission reduction from 1990 levels would be both affordable and technically feasible. The European Commission estimates that as a result of the economic downturn, the cost of meeting the current 20% target has dropped to €48bn per year until 2020, down from an initial estimate of €70 billion when the package was agreed. Consequently, making the extra effort to reach 30% would now cost just€11bn more than what EU governments signed up to two years ago, it argued. The crisis has also taken its toll on the EU emissions trading scheme (EU ETS), the bloc's flagship tool for cutting global warming emissions, by bringing down carbon prices. Hedegaard warned that carbon prices might not automatically go up when Europe exits the crisis, requiring greater carbon-cutting ambitions to stimulate green investment. See here for more

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/future_action_com.htm 

Decisions on mergers & State aid
Commission approves restructuring of SNCB's freight activities

In line with EU state aid rules, the European Commission has authorised SNCB's plans to restructure its freight activities and convert its freight division into a subsidiary. Under the restructuring plan, the freight division will be legally separated and transformed into a commercial company under ordinary commercial law. The plan also includes a substantial reduction in the capacity of SNCB's freight activities.

Brief News
Commission adopts revised competition rules for vehicle repair

The European Commission has adopted new competition rules for agreements between vehicle manufacturers and their authorised dealers, repairers and spare parts distributors. The new rules will increase competition in the market for repair and maintenance by improving access to technical information needed for the repairs and by making it easier to use alternative spare parts. They will allow the Commission to tackle manufacturers' abuse of warranties when they request that vehicles are serviced only in authorised garages. The new rules will also reduce distribution costs for new vehicles by eliminating overly restrictive rules. See here for the legislation. 

EU calls on trading partners to remove protectionist barriers

Almost 280 trade restrictive measures have been put in place by the European Union's major trade partners during the economic crisis over the last 18 months according to a new report published today by the European Commission. Contrary to the G20 commitment, hardly any measures have been removed despite signs of economic recovery in most countries. The European Commission has called on trading partners to remove these restrictions in order to give a much needed boost to the recovery. Sixth Report on Potentially Trade Restrictive Measures is here.

Commission reviews rules for access to EU funds

The Commission has adopted changes to simplify access to EU funds by cutting red tape and saving costs for EU beneficiaries, on 28 May 2010. New rules will also provide more scope for combining public and private funding for a bigger investment impact. The changes will help deliver the new generation of EU programmes post 2013. Apart from waiving the obligation to pay interest on upfront payments ('pre-financing'), the changes set out by the European Commission include a proposal to raise to €50,000 the current €25,000 ceiling under which grants require simpler administrative procedures. It will also be easier for beneficiaries to use their grant to pay other project partners. Simplification measures are also proposed for businesses that bid for Commission contracts. The Commission could, for example, rely on documents previously submitted instead of requesting them for each subsequent application. The proposal is based on the results of public consultation; it must be adopted by the Council and the European Parliament.

Interesting publications
Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee on the European transport policy in the framework of the post-2010 Lisbon Strategy and the Sustainable Development Strategy

Available here 

EU energy and transport in figures: Pocketbook 2010

The publication consists of four parts;
(1) a general part with general economic and other relevant data;
(2) an energy part with data on energy production, consumption,
taxation and prices;
(3) a transport part covering both passenger and freight transport as
well as other transport-related data; and, finally,
(4) an environmental part with data on the impact which the energy
and transport sectors have on the environment. Most of the tables have data up to 2007; where available, more recent
data have been provided.


Electronic copies can be downloaded at ENERGY DG's website
Forthcoming events
Marco Polo Conference - Vienna, 5-6 October 2010
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