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MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) e-Maritime stakeholder conference on 1st of July, 2010 in Brussels

This conference will end the public consultation period and thus will play an important role in exchanging of the views on how the e-Maritime initiative should be developed. Priority in agenda has been given for the stakeholders' comments and suggestions. The Commission will present the synthesis of the online consultation findings and PriceWaterhouseCoopers the core components of impact assessment study. Please note that the e-Maritime public online consultation is still open for two more weeks, until Sunday, 27. June. If you haven't already done so, please let us know your ideas about the e-Maritime initiative by filling up the questionnaire:

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=emaritime  

Please note also that CLECAT has already drafted a reply to the questionnaire (Circular 213) and is waiting for replies from members, which can be sent to the Secretariat by Monday. CLECAT members will be informed next week about the final answer to the consultation.

ROAD TRANSPORT

2) Spain, ranks first in road freight transport

Eurostat have made public the statistical data on 2009 regarding the share of road freight transport of the total means of transport in the European Union.

Spain ranks first with 95.8%, followed by Great Britain with 88.9% ad Italy with 88.3%. France (80.6%) and Germany (65.4%) rank fourth and fifth.

Go here for the report 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/transport/publications 

3) EuroRAP publishes safety analysis of TEN-T road network 

EuroRAP has published the first comprehensive safety analysis of the EU Trans-European (TEN-T) road network, with the following results: 

· 15% of the TEN-T road network has unacceptably high safety risk 

· Just 31% of the network meets "best possible" safety standard commitment 

· Over 20,000 deaths and serious injuries per year on the TEN-T road network 

· EUR10 billion cost of road crashes annually on the TEN-T road network 

Please find more information using the following link 

http://www.eurorap.org/news_item?search=y&ID=360 

RAIL TRANSPORT

4) 15 days for the traffic of goods between Europe and China

China plans to join northern European countries in establishing the new transport route to allow the transport of goods between the two continents in just 15 days. Part of a multimodal freight transport corridor, this 11,000-km route links the Barents Sea of Shanghai, China, and aims at shipping goods between Asia and Europe.

Named as the Northern East West Freight Corridor or the N.E.W. Corridor, the corridor has two main routes, both starting from the east coast ports of North America, and then across the Atlantic Ocean to the port of Narvik, from there by rail, often called the Eurasian Land Bridge, through Sweden to Finland and Russia. From Russia there are two routes, either via the Trans-Siberian Railway to Vostochny Port, or through Kazakhstan to China.

Currently, the project implementation is facing financial and politic difficulties. During the first half of 2010, the Chinese Minister of Railways has frequently met representatives from the northern European countries.

Source Railway Insider

5) Implementation of the first railway package

A very large support was given by all groups at the TRAN Committee to a draft resolution which criticises the lack of implementation of the first railway package and asks for a rapid and ambitious review of this package. The TRAN Committee strengthened its demand, via a compromise amendment, for the liberalisation of the rail market to be conditioned by the full implementation of the first railway package, by the quality of rail services and by public service obligations. Some other amendments asked the Commission and Member States to treat the question of rail infrastructure funding and the convergence of track access charging at the European level. The resolution finally asks for an initiative of the Commission by the end of the year. The resolution was adopted by 38:0:2.

Timetable foreseen:

Adoption in plenary: June 2010.

6) EC approves SNCB’s freight transport division reorganisation

The European Commission has approved the reorganisation of SNCB’s freight transport division. EC authorised the reorganisation project of the freight transport activities. The programme was evaluated as being in conformity with EU’s regulations on state aid. The authorities in Brussels concluded that the programme will ensure the viability of SNCB’s freight transport services, without affecting domestic competition. The reorganisation programme stipulates the legal separation of the freight division, which will become a commercial society of common right – SNCB Logistics. The separation will exclude the possibility of crossed subsidies for the freight division and it will allow financial relations between the freight and the passenger divisions to be performed on a commercial basis. The project also includes a reduction in the capacity of transport activities.

Source Railway Insider

7) Area 1520 wants a new tariff policy in railway transport

Experts from the Area 1520 railway administrations have proposed to change the procedure to determine basic railway freight rates on international routes. Conclusions were drawn during a meeting attended by representatives from Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine and Estonia. The meeting has proposed to apply coefficients when rates are increased. Currently coefficients depend on distances. Experts declared that the new approach will improve international tariff procedure, the way that rates will not be unfairly reduced when the distance grows, and also, short-distance freight movements will receive compensations. The new system could be applied starting 2011. Also, the meeting proposed that The 2011 CIS Tariff Policy is to include measures to prevent a sharp rise in freight rates. The new draft tariff calculation system is developed to be approved at The 19th Tariff Conference, which is to take place in October in Uzbekistan.

Source Railway Insider

8) TRAN Adopts critique of First Railway Package implementation

As CLECAT informed our Members earlier this week, the TRAN Committee had adopted last week a resolution which criticises the lack of implementation of the first railway package and asks for a rapid and ambitious review of this package. The TRAN Committee strengthened the rapporteur’s demand, via a compromise amendment, for the liberalisation of the rail market to be conditioned by the full implementation of the first railway package, by the quality of rail services and by public service obligations. Some other amendments asked the Commission and Member States to treat the question of rail infrastructure funding and the convergence of track access charging at the European level. The resolution finally asks for an initiative of the Commission by the end of the year. The resolution is now going to be submitted for plenary vote at European Parliament

CUSTOMS 

9) cross-border cooperation on VAT fraud 

The Council reached political agreement on a draft regulation aimed at enabling the member states to step up their efforts in combating fraud with regard to value-added taxation (VAT). The main innovation involves the creation of Eurofisc, a network of national officials to detect and combat new cases of cross-border VAT fraud. The draft regulation, which recasts regulation 1798/2003, specifies the cases in which member states must exchange information spontaneously, the procedures for providing feedback on such information and situations in which member states must conduct multilateral controls. The regulation will be adopted without discussion at a forthcoming Council meeting, once the text has been finalised.

10) Consultation on EU trade policy

Following the 'Europe 2020' paper adopted by the European Commission in the beginning of March 2010, the European Commission is now launching a broad public consultation on the future direction of EU trade policy. The Commission's intention is to set out its policy during autumn 2010, explaining how trade policy can help achieve the objectives of the 'Europe 2020' Strategy. The purpose of this consultation is to gather views from relevant stakeholders regarding the rationale, scope and strategic objectives for a future EU trade policy. The consultation is open to all stakeholders within the EU and in third countries. The Commission services will prepare a report on the Consultation which will be published on DG TRADE's website.

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=FutureTradePolicy&lang=en
11) eLearning course on AEO

The content of the eLearning course on AEO (Authorised Economic Operator) has been affected by legal changes to AEO that have come into force since the release of the course.

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/common/elearning/aeo/index_en.htm
LOGISTICS

12) Upcoming meeting of the EU Transport Council

Transport ministers are expected to adopt a decision on the signature and provisional application of a protocol amending the 2007 EU-US "Open Skies" agreement so as to strengthen cooperation, further open market access and pave the way for improved investment opportunities. The signature is due to take place the same day in the margins of the Council meeting. The Council is also expected to adopt conclusions on an action plan designed to help local, regional and national authorities attain the goal of a sustainable, healthy and safe urban mobility. The action plan was adopted by the Commission last September. Moreover, ministers will be briefed by the Commission on the EU response to the consequences of the volcanic ash cloud for air transport in the aftermath of the eruption of a volcano in Iceland. Finally, they will hold a debate on the role of transport within the new Europe 2020 strategy for jobs and growth.

GENERAL MATTERS

13) Commission sets up system for certifying sustainable biofuels 

The Commission has decided to encourage industry, governments and NGOs to set up certification schemes for all types of biofuels, including those imported into the EU. It laid down what the schemes must do to be recognised by the Commission. This will help implement the EU's requirements that biofuels must deliver substantial reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and should not come from forests, wetlands and nature protection areas. The rules for certification schemes are part of a set of guidelines explaining how the Renewable Energy Directive, coming into effect in December 2010, should be implemented. The package adopted today consists of two Communications and a Decision which should help businesses and Member States to implement the Renewable Energy Directive. They focus especially on the sustainability criteria for biofuels and what is to be done in order to control that only sustainable biofuels are used.

14) Commission appoints three new coordinators for TEN-T

The European Commission has today appointed Pat Cox, Péter Balázs and Gilles Savary as new European coordinators for the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T). The coordinators will be responsible for coordinating priority transport projects and reporting back to the Commission. The three new European coordinators, appointed in agreement with the Member States and after having consulted the European Parliament, are:

· Pat Cox, former president of the European Parliament, will take over the coordination of Priority Project 1 (Berlin–Palermo) from the late Karel Van Miert; 

· Péter Balázs, former Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, returns to Priority Project 17 (Paris–Bratislava), the project he actively coordinated from July 2005 until April 2009;

· Gilles Savary, former prominent member of the Parliament's transport committee, will be responsible for Priority Project 22 (Athens–Nuremberg/Dresden). 

With the appointment of three new coordinators, a total of nine Coordinators will be active on eleven priority projects.

15) Key European transport projects given boost at TEN-T Days

Three key European transport projects ranging from the Baltic countries to the Iberian Peninsula have today been given a boost by the signing of three Memorandums of Understanding. The three projects are the Rail Baltica, running from Estonia to Poland, the high-speed lines linking France, Spain and Portugal and the key East–West railway axis Lyon–Turin–Trieste–Ljubljana–Budapest. The three Memorandums of Understanding have been signed by the ministerial representatives in charge of transport in the Member States concerned, and endorsed by Vice-President Kallas and the three European TEN-T coordinators:

· Priority Project 3 — High-Speed Railway Axis of Southwest Europe —Bridging the gap between the Iberian network and the rest of Europe, which so far has been set apart by a difference of gauge and natural barriers. 

· Priority Project 6 — Railway Axis Lyon–Trieste – Divača/Koper – Divača – Ljubljana – Budapest – Ukrainian border — represents an East – West link that plays a crucial role in European integration after the 2004 enlargement. 

· Priority Project 27 — Rail Baltica — not only brings Baltic countries closer together, but also improves links to central Europe and Scandinavia. 

16) Creation of a secretariat for the NDPTL

The eleven countries belonging to the Northern Dimension Partnership for Transport and Logistics (NDPTL) have today endorsed setting up a secretariat for the partnership in the framework of the TEN-T Days conference in Zaragoza, Spain. Formal agreement for setting up a secretariat for the NDPTL has been signed by seven partners while the remaining four partners have adopted a declaration of intent while their internal proceedings are pending, which will allow them to join the signing parties in the coming months. The partnership consists of Germany, Poland, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Belorussia and Norway. During the November 2006 summit, these countries asked senior officials to examine the desirability of a Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics. After a series of intensive talks, the ministers of these countries agreed in October 2008 to establish the partnership on the basis of the recommendations made by an ad hoc working group. The ministers agreed to establish a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to govern the NDPTL.

17) Marco Polo Call 2010: Over 100 proposals received!

With 101 proposals received by the call deadline, the third Marco Polo II call for proposals scored a new success in 2010. Altogether, the funding requests arising from the 101 submissions amount to € 235 million this year, against an annual programme budget of € 64 million. The call attracted proposals in all five Marco Polo key actions, with 'modal shift' in the lead as far as the number of submissions, followed by 'common learning', 'motorways of the sea', 'traffic avoidance' and 'catalyst actions'. Among all 'modal shift' proposals, about half target rail transport, more than one third focus on short-sea shipping and nearly one tenth address inland waterways transport. The 101 project proposals are currently being pre-evaluated by the EACI with the help of a panel of external experts. A thorough evaluation phase will follow in September, with an evaluation committee consisting of representatives of the EACI and the European Commission. After that, the EACI will draw up a shortlist of proposals recommended for Marco Polo funding, to be put forward for the Commission's approval by early October.

Source World Cargo News

18) Top researchers fear 'radical shift' in EU policy

Scientists at Europe's leading research universities have expressed concern over the growing trend towards linking EU funding with pre-defined outcomes. Researchers fear political priorities will curb their scope for creativity and free thinking. EU Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science Máire Geoghegan-Quinn has pledged to simplify European funding programmes and proposed asking scientists to meet certain goals in return for European support.

However, in a detailed analysis published this week, the League of European Research Universities (LERU) offered a mixed response to the European Commission's recent efforts to streamline the Framework Programme for science. Stijn Delauré, EU policy advisor at the Catholic University of Leuven (KUL), cautioned against "a radical shift towards output-based research funding". LERU said it strongly supports many of the proposals put forward in the EU's communication on simplification and called for additional resources to be given to the European Research Council (ERC). LERU backs a "trust-based approach" to funding with less reporting back to Brussels. They urged the EU executive to scrap timesheets which currently require some scientists to account for every hour they spend on a particular project. There was also concern that "directed, top-down research" linked to grand societal challenges could limit the scope for scientist-led initiatives which are "the key to tackling unknown challenges in the future". Delauré also urged policymakers to maintain the current balance between academia and business, amid ongoing calls for closer university-industry links. He also stressed the need for scientists to be radical.

19) TRAN Committee adopts Future of Transport report

The Committee unanimously adopted Mr Grosch's strategic own-initiative report on the future of transport, which is intended to provide guidance for the European Commission in preparing their forthcoming White Paper. Members had to consider 376 amendments and 64 paragraphs suggested by opinion giving Committees. The Rapporteur and Shadows of the main political groups agreed on a number of compromises which replaced more than 250 of the original amendments. Most importantly, it calls for "efficient co-modality", which builds on the co-existence of the various transport modes while ensuring that they are effectively connected. Furthermore, the report calls for continued efforts to accomplish the single market, which should be accompanied by measures safeguarding the quality of public services and a long-term investment plan for infrastructure and technical interoperability. Moreover, the report calls for the EU framework for financing transport projects to be enhanced. 

The report was adopted by 40:0:0.

Timetable foreseen: Adoption in plenary: July 201

20) Decisions on mergers & State aid
20.1 Commission approves aid for Fiat Powertrain project in Italy

The European Commission has authorised, under EU state aid rules, €16 million of regional investment aid, which the Italian authorities intend to grant to Fiat Powertrain Technologies S.p.A. (FPT), a subsidiary of the Fiat Group, for the production of car transmissions in Verrone (Piemonte), Italy. FPT's existing plant will be equipped with new machinery, heat treatment and assembly lines to produce an innovative transmission unit intended for mid-range vehicles. 

21) Brief News
21.1 Commission consults stakeholders on the application of State aid rules

The European Commission has launched a public consultation on the application of its 2005 Package on Services of general economic interest (SGEI). The Package sets out guidance as to when State funding of SGEIs is compatible with the EU State aid rules. The package was adopted in July 2005, following the landmark Altmark ruling of the European Court of Justice (ECJ). The European Commission launched yesterday a public consultation with a view to assessing the application of the 2005 SGEIs package. The package aims at clarifying under which conditions State funding of SGEIs can be considered compatible State aid.

Competition policy does not apply to all services of general interest, but only to those that are "economic" in nature, i.e. services of general economic interest. EU law defines an "economic" activity as any activity consisting in offering goods and/or services on a given market, for instance broadcasting, energy, transport and postal services. 

21.2 How to get more interoperability in Europe 

The major benefits of interoperability and open standards for private companies, public authorities, taxpayers and users were underlined by Neelie Kroes, European Commission Vice-President for the Digital Agenda at a speech in Brussels Yesterday. Kroes explained that ensuring that devices and applications work together, by implementing standards or through other means, boosts competition, prevents companies and authorities from being locked-in to a limited range of devices or applications and offers companies and taxpayers better value for money. This is why the Digital Agenda for Europe proposes five key actions to have more and better standards recognised and created in Europe, make better use of these standards and improve interoperability in the absence of standards. These actions are: to reform the European standardisation framework, to promote rules that ensure that essential intellectual property rights and licensing conditions are disclosed before a standard is set, to draw up guidance on making the best use of information and communications technology standards in procurement procedures, to upgrade the European Interoperability Framework for eGovernment services and finally to explore possible action (which could include legislation) to ensure companies offer interoperability information for licensing.

22) Interesting publications
22.1 IRF Conference papers

All the papers pertaining to the International Road Federation World Conference at the end of May are available here 

22.2 New Policy Brochures: Freight Logistics and Passenger Transport

The TRKC has published two new Policy Brochures. These concise studies help you to discover how transport research is contributing to policy-making and transport operations, illustrated by examples of particular achievements. Both brochures can be downloaded in the Policy Publications section of the TRKC website.

22.3 New Thematic Research Summary on Infrastructure Provision

This study aims to provide the reader with a synthesis of available results from completed EU-funded research projects related to Infrastructure Provision. Research reported deals with the construction and maintenance of road and rail infrastructure, the development of the Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T), the Galileo satellite infrastructure. The new TRS is again available for download from the Thematic publications section of the TRKC website.

23) Forthcoming events
23.1 Conference on the EU Strategy for the Danube Region - Constanta (Romania) - 9/11 June 2010 

This conference will be the last of a series of events organised in the framework of the preparation of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region. The aim of the event is to offer a discussion platform for all interested stakeholders who are willing to be involved in the Strategy. At this conference you can discuss in depth the priority actions to be included in the EU Strategy for the Danube Region. More details here

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/danube/events_en.htm 

If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:

CLECAT, 77, Rue du Commerce, B-1040 BRUSSELS

Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52

Web: www.clecat.org  / E-mail: info@clecat.org
This publication is intended for the use of CLECAT members only
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