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SECURITY

1) Signature of EU-US agreement on financial messaging data

The European Union and the United States of America signed today an EU-US agreement on the processing and transfer of financial messaging data for purposes of the US Terrorist Finance Tracking Programme (TFTP). The signature follows the adoption by the Council - via a written procedure - of a decision plus accompanying declarations (11222/1/10 REV 1, 11222/1/10 REV 1 COR 1 and 11350/2/10). The agreement will now be transmitted to the European Parliament which needs to give its consent by a majority of its members before the agreement can enter into force. The next possibility for the European Parliament to vote on the agreement is during the plenary session from 5-8 July 2010. The agreement is meant to allow the US Department of the Treasury to receive financial messaging data stored in the EU in order to allow targeted searches for counter-terrorism investigations, while ensuring an adequate level of data protection. Once approved, the agreement will run for five years. It will automatically extend for subsequent periods of one year unless one of the parties notifies the other of its intention not to extend the agreement. Under the TFTP, the US Department of the Treasury seeks to identify, track and pursue suspected terrorists and their providers of finance. It was set up shortly after the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001. Relevant results of the US analysis have been shared with EU member states and have contributed to effective investigation and prevention of terrorist attacks, including attacks on EU citizens.

ROAD TRANSPORT

2) WHITEROADS Project Kicks off

To date, policymakers have focussed on analysing the particular features of black spots in order to better understand how to avoid similar spots appearing on others stretches of road. Against this backdrop, the White Roads project is promoting an original and positive approach to road safety by focussing instead on Europe’s safest road sections to try to draw conclusions as to why they offer a higher level of safety compared to other similar stretches. An initial analysis undertaken by Asociación Española de la Carretera on Spanish motorways identified as White Spots, stretches of 25 km which have not registered any accident or injuries in the past five years. White Roads aims to extend this analysis to all EU’s countries with a view of establishing a European definition of White Spots on the Trans European Network. As a second step, the project will undertake on-site inspection of identified White Spots in six selected countries in order to analyse the characteristics of these stretches and subsequently use them in the form of innovative check list to complement current guidelines for the construction, maintenance and management of roads. As a White Spot usually begins and ends where a Black Spot exists, the comparative analysis can provide valuable insights as to why seemingly similar stretches of road register different accident rates
RAIL TRANSPORT

3) Italy and Slovenia sign agreement for Corridor V

The Italian and Slovenian authorities have reached an agreement on the future route of the cross-border, the pan-European corridor V. The two parties originally reached an agreement in 2008 for the section connecting the Italian bridge of Trieste and the Slovenian rail knot in Divaca, and the European Commission gave its consent on the financing for preliminary studies. However, in December 2009, Italy proposed another route, which was not approved by Slovenia and discussions on a new route resumed. According to the present agreement, the route will pass through Divaca-Sezana-Aurisina-Trieste. The project will be finalized by technical teams, then approved by political authorities and the European Commission. The route agreement protocol could be signed this year, maybe even before the summer holiday. The project could be finalized at the end of 2012.

Source Railway Insider

CUSTOMS 

4) Singapore, Canada And Korea Sign Mutual Recognition Arrangements

Singapore, Canada and South Korea signed their mutual recognition on supply chain security at the WCO headquarters Council Sessions held from 24 to 26 June 2010. The inking of the two MRAs signifies the mutual recognition of supply chain security programmes, namely: Singapore’s Secure Trade Partnership (STP), Canada’s Partners in Protection (PIP) programmes and Korea’s Authorised Economic Operator (AEO). The concept of AEO was developed by the WCO under the SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade in 2005. The WCO SAFE Framework of Standards highlights the need for all stakeholders to take measures to ensure the security of the supply chain and to establish AEOs which are companies certified by a national customs authority as having robust security practices.

5) New summary report on EU drug precursor seizures 

The European Commission on 1 July published the latest summary report on EU drug precursor seizures. It covers the year 2008. The Commission publishes periodical reports providing a brief overview of the seizures and stopped shipments of drug precursors made by EU Member States. Such systematic reporting allows identifying the evolution of new trends in drug precursors trafficking and diversion.

GENERAL MATTERS

6) Commission seeks contract law solutions to smooth Single Market

The Commission has proposed different ways to make contract law more coherent in a Green Paper adopted this week. Among the policy options considered are:

· The publication on the web of (non-binding) model contract rules which could be used in Europe's Single Market.

· A (binding or non-binding) “toolbox” for EU lawmakers when they adopt new legislation to ensure better and more coherent rules.

· A Contract Law Recommendation that would call on EU Member States to include a European contract law into their national legal systems, thereby partly following the model of the United States where all but one of the 50 states voluntarily adopted the Uniform Commercial Code.

· An optional European Contract Law (or a "28th system"), which could be chosen freely by consumers and businesses in their contractual relations.

· Harmonisation of national contract laws by means of an EU Directive.

· Full harmonisation of national contract laws by means of an EU Regulation.

· The creation of a full-fledged European Civil Code, replacing all national rules on contracts.

The "Green Paper on policy options for progress towards a European Contract Law for consumers and businesses" adopted by the Commission is published here
7) The benefits of greening the supply chain policy

Green supply chain management (GSCM) is a holistic approach to improving environmental performance along the supply chain. A new study by Italian researchers on over 4000 manufacturing facilities in seven developed countries has indicated that GSCM increases environmental performance. Much research has looked at the external factors that influence GSCM. This study explored internal factors, such as strategic motivations, existing environmental strategic management (ESM) and competitive advantage. It analysed survey data collected by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) of over 4000 manufacturing facilities with at least 50 employees. The results indicated that the main motivating factor to adopt the two GSCM practices was to enhance the firm's reputation and improve market image. Becoming a market-leader through innovation was another motivation for taking up GSCM, as was the pressure to follow others who are either partners or competitors. Examples of GSCM impacts included buying electricity from providers with significant shares in renewables and ensuring providers of wastewater treatment apply environmental criteria to their use of chemicals. The study indicated that GSCM did not have such a substantial impact on competitive performance in terms of the profitability of a firm. This could be because the assets of GSCM are more intangible and do not result in short-term increases in profitability. Impacts such as improved reputation and innovation take time to affect profits, though more long-term and holistic measurements of competiveness may have yielded more positive results.

Source Science for Environment Policy

8) MEPs want curbs on illegal e-waste shipments

The EU needs to increase checks on electronic waste exports to avoid illegal dumping and stop the shipment of valuable and sometimes rare raw materials outside the bloc, MEPs in the European Parliament's environment committee said, voting to update EU rules on the disposal of waste electronic equipment this week. The committee adopted, with amendments, a report by German MEP Karl-Heinz Florenz (European People's Party) on a recast of an EU directive on Waste from Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) with 54 votes in favour and one against amid three abstentions. A report on the related Directive on the Restriction of the Use of certain Hazardous Substances (RoHS), such as lead, mercury and cadmium, which also deals with their substitution, was adopted earlier this month. The MEPs urged the EU's 27 member states to tackle illegal shipments of e-waste. 

9) Danske Bank European Freight Forwarding Index shows summer weakness

Danske Bank’s European Freight Forwarding Index for June shows a steady development of the current situation, while expectations continue to drop. However, based on Danske Bank’s discussions with the participants, they are less worried this month than last. People generally feel that the freight market will lose a little momentum during the summer, but this will not threaten the underlying recovery. They saw a similar development last year, when the expectations part of the index fell for August before picking up one month later. Therefore according to Danske Bank the real test will be next month’s index, when a pick-up in expectations should confirm that the recovery is intact. Recent statistics, especially from Air & Sea freight, show that the volume recovery following the 2009 recession is well on track as volumes are seeing healthy double digit growth. Statistics from Road are not as strong, but still point in a positive direction
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Source Danske Bank

10) Consultation on Review of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive

The Commission has launched a Public consultation on the Review of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive (Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as amended). The objective of this public consultation is to collect opinions on:

· the overall view on the functioning and effectiveness of the EIA Directive,

· the need to amend the EIA Directive,

· the possible policy options for review, 

· the areas to be improved / amended

CLECAT do not plan to reply directly, unless we receive different instructions from our members. For full details please go here 

11) Commission gives details of who received EU funds in 2009

The European Commission has disclosed who in 2009 received EU funds in policy areas like research, education and culture, energy and transport or external aid. The online database, now containing more than 114 thousand entries going back to 2007, has been upgraded to allow more search options. It now also provides information on Commission administrative expenditure. The Financial Transparency System (FTS), launched in 2008, discloses information on the beneficiaries of budget lines managed directly by the Commission and its executive agencies. The data are accessible through a web-based search engine with various search criteria such as the country of the beneficiary, the name of the programme or the amount. The information is extracted from the Commission's accounts and is based on the financial amounts committed in the budget for a given beneficiary. This year for the first time the database includes Commission procurement contracts for its day-to-day administration. The FTS can be accessed through the following link here
12) Commission to enhance in-house research capacity 

The European Commission's own research arm, the Joint Research Centre (JRC), has today published its new strategy for the period 2010-2020. It envisages reinforced scientific support to EU policy-making based on assessments of policy options identified in close collaboration with the Commission's policy Directorates-General. Many of the complex challenges ahead cut across traditional policy boundaries and require multi-disciplinary research. In order to deliver the best support, the JRC will focus its efforts on seven thematic areas, which respond to major EU and global challenges and take into account the JRC's proven competences:

· Towards an open and competitive economy 

· Development of a low carbon society

· Sustainable management of natural resources 

· Safety of food and consumer products 

· Nuclear safety and security

· Security and crisis management

· Reference materials and measurements

The JRC's goal is to complement its usual scientific and technical support with a macro-economic assessment of the policy options at stake. In order to analyse the pros and cons of such options, competences in socio-economic research and modelling will be expanded and integrated with the natural science and engineering-based knowledge available.  The JRC Strategy 2010-2020 summary can be downloaded here
13) Key projects get a €85 million boost

The European Commission has decided to grant an additional €85 million to the Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF) for 2010. This will allow neighbouring partner countries to leverage increased funding for major investment projects in key areas such as energy, transport and environment, as well as in the social sector. Private sector development will also be encouraged, targeting especially Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). Through the NIF, the Commission provides grant support for lending operations of European Development Finance Institutions in EU Neighbourhood countries. The EU Budget contribution is complemented by direct contributions from 15 Member States. Download the 2009 Annual Operational Report of the NIF here and the NIF Annual Action Programme 2010 (Interregional Action Programme 2010 Part II) here
14) Tax on CO2 content of fuels

EU Tax Commissioner Algirdas Šemeta is investigating the possibly of tabling, again, a proposal on the introduction of a minimum on the CO2 content of fuels. Such possible proposal requires unanimity in the Council. 

15) Consultation on amendment of Market Abuse Directive

The Commission is consulting consult market participants, governments, regulators and other stakeholders on possible provisions to be considered in a forthcoming Commission proposal to amend the Market Abuse Directive. The MAD (the Directive and its implementing measures) has introduced a framework to harmonise core concepts and rules on market abuse and strengthen cooperation between regulators. Details can be found here
16) Brief News
16.1 Data inaccuracy costs retail £1.4 bn

A new white paper, co athored by Professor Alan Braithwaite, estimates that data inaccuracy among the top five retailers and their suppliers is costing as much as £1.4 billion per year – one per cent of total revenue, and a considerably higher figure than previously estimated. The new study was conducted by LCP Consulting and follows a recent report from GS1 UK and Cranfield School of Management which made a more cautious estimate of £200 million as the annual cost of inaccuracies made in retail. By applying Six Sigma statistics to the results from GS1, LCP found that the retailer data published by GS1 showed an “extraordinary level of inaccuracy – 29,000 times worse than six sigma and suggesting that one in every 10 data elements being incorrect”.

Source LogisticsManager.com

16.2 New EU labelling rules come into force on 1 July

New EU rules on organic food labelling including the requirement to display the new EU organic logo, enter into force on 1 July, 2010. The so-called “Euro-Leaf” will now be obligatory on pre-packaged organic food products that have been produced in any of EU Member States and meet the necessary standards. Other private, regional or national logos will continue to appear alongside the EU label. 

16.3 Towards a European common charger for electric vehicles

The European Standardisation Organisations bodies (CEN-CENELEC and ETSI) will develop a common charging system for electric vehicles. European Commission Vice-President Antonio Tajani has handed a European Commission mandate for the development of the relevant standard to the President of CEN-CENELEC David Dossett, CEN-CENELEC´s Director General Elena Santiago Cid and ETSI General Assembly Chair John Philips. The new standard ensures that all types of electric vehicles and their batteries are charged both safely and easily in all EU Member States. The Commission expects that the standard will be ready by mid-2011.

16.4 Mongolia chooses the Russian 1520 mm gauge for future rail network

The Mongolian Parliament has approved by a majority of 89.4%, the proposal according to which the future railway network in the Southern Gobi region would have a large Russian 1520 mm gauge, thus ending the questions on the matter which threaten the initiation of several important infrastructure project.

Source Railway Insider

17) Interesting publications
17.1 "Taxation trends in the EU" – 2010 edition
How high are taxes in Europe? Are tax levels increasing or decreasing? How is the tax burden shared between labour, capital and consumption? How does my country compare with the other Member States? The answers to these and other questions are in ‘Taxation trends in the European Union: Data for the EU Member States, Iceland and Norway’.

The report and the booklet can be downloaded free of charge in PDF format from here
17.2 List of Reports from eyefortransport.com

Please find below links to 10 reports submitted by eyefortrasnport.com over the last year about the logistics and supply chain industries
European Supply Chain Horizontal Collaboration Report – January 2010
North American Logistics Technology Report – Feb 2010 
European Logistics Technology Report – Feb 2010
European Hi-Tech and Electronics Supply Chain State of the Industry Report – Feb 2010
Medical Devices Supply Chain Report (Worldwide) – March 2010
Pharma and Healthcare Supply Chain Report (Worldwide) – March 2010 
Marketing Supply Chain Solutions to Healthcare (Worldwide) – March 2010
North American 3PL Market Report – March 2010
IT in the Trucking Industry and Private Fleets Report (North America) – May 2010
North American Sustainable Supply Chain Report – June 2010


17.3 Integrity Newsletter is available for download here –INTEGRITY is a new project intending to significantly improve the reliability and predictability of door-to-door container chains; CLECAT is part of the Advisory Body of the project.

18) Forthcoming events
18.1 12th World Conference on Transport Research, 11 - 15 July 2010, Lisbon (Portugal)

Organised by WCTR Society

Web: http://wctrs.ish-lyon.cnrs.fr  

18.2 European road safety days, 13 - 14 October 2010, Brussels (Belgium)

Organised by EC - DG MOVE

Web: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/index_en.htm 

18.3 11th International Symposium on Concrete Roads 2010, 13 - 15 October 2010, Sevilla (Spain)

Organised by EUPAVE

Web: www.eupave.eu 

If you can’t read this document, or need further information, please contact:
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Tél: +32 2 503 47 05 / Fax: +32 2 503 47 52

Web: www.clecat.org  / E-mail: info@clecat.org
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