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MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) Commission signs MoU with the International Mobile Satellite Organisation 

The European Commission has signed a memorandum of understanding with the International Mobile Satellite Organisation (IMSO). This memorandum of understanding reflects the cooperation between these organisations, both involved in enhancing maritime safety, in particular through the "global maritime distress and safety system" (GMDSS) and the "long-range identification and tracking" of vessels (LRIT). The memorandum foresees the exchange of information of mutual interest as well as invitations to relevant meetings organised by each organisation. IMSO was founded in 1979 through an international convention. 

Source Midday Express

ROAD TRANSPORT

2) Commission adopts its Road Safety Action Programme 2011-2020

The Commission today adopted its Road Safety Action Programme (2011-2020) which aims to cut road deaths in Europe in half in the next decade and consists in a mix of initiatives focussing on making improvements to vehicles, infrastructure and road users' behaviour. The Commission will work closely with Member States to implement this programme which contains the following seven strategic objectives: 

1. Improved safety measures for trucks and cars including:

2. Building safer road infrastructure: 

3. Boost Smart Technology:

4. Strengthening education and training for road users

5. Better enforcement:

6. Establishing a Road Injuries Target:

7. A new focus on Motorcyclists 

A detailed list of all the measures contained in each of the seven objectives is available for consultation at the following link: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/343&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Source Midday Express

3) Europeans call for more action on road safety in survey

Europeans are calling on Member States to boost their efforts to improve road safety, according to a survey published by the European Commission. The Eurobarometer survey on road safety was conducted among more than 25,000 people aged 15 or over from all 27 Member States. This is a representative sample of EU citizens and the statistical results were weighted to correct for known demographic discrepancies. The main findings of the survey can be consulted here: 

Among the results:

· 94% of respondents considered driving under the influence of alcohol to be the most significant road safety problem

· 78% of the respondents called speeding a major safety problem. 

· 52% of respondents said Member States should focus on improving road infrastructure as a first or second priority,

· 42% of respondents said the same for improving the enforcement of traffic laws and 36% for dealing equally forcefully with resident and foreign traffic offenders. 

The Commission requested the survey to:

· Derive greater insight into what EU citizens consider to be the most serious road safety problems

· Understand better in which areas EU citizens would like national governments to do more

· Identify which areas EU citizens wanted their governments to prioritise

The analytical report can be consulted here whilst the summary can be consulted here
AIR TRANSPORT

4) TRAN Committee critical of Commission assessment of Single Aviation Market

Burghelle-Vernet summarized the main findings of the Commission's impact assessment of the Single Aviation Market on employment and working conditions for the period 1997-2007. He explained that the data collection had some limitations. For example, the recent economic crisis could not be taken into account and complementary studies are therefore necessary. Furthermore, only direct employment in the aviation sector is covered by the assessment. Some professions such as catering could not be examined and had been increasingly contracted out. Available figures show a 6% increase in employment by air carriers in the 10 year time frame. This represents 25,000 new jobs. The Commission representative highlighted the significant restructuring process in the sector, which is characterized by changing working conditions, increased outsourcing, stronger competition, increased productivity, a greater level of flexibility and evolving cross-border activities. This demonstrates the importance of a common minimum level of social standards and the need for stronger social dialogue. Mr Burghelle-Vernet stressed that the study will be regularly updated. Members acknowledged the importance of this topic. They felt a similar analysis would be necessary for other sectors as well, but a full set of comprehensive data should be the basis. As for the content of the study, they emphasized that the quality of jobs should be examined, not merely the number of new jobs. Transposition of existing legislation should also be strengthened.

5) TRAN Committee welcome Air safety agreement Canada

There was a broad welcome for an agreement that will shorten and simplify aircraft and parts product approval procedures and mutual acceptance of products' tests, contributing to the development of overall trade that is already worth more than €49 billion. The Commission representative, Daniel Calleja Crespo described the agreement as a model in terms of mutual recognition, going further than the safety agreement with the US. It would improve safety, reduce red tape and make the market more competitive. It had already been ratified by Canada. The Rapporteur and other Members indicated general support for the agreement, whilst seeking assurances about the information Parliament would receive concerning its practical application and raising issues about its coverage and the interaction with other negotiations including that on a comprehensive economic and trade agreement. Timetable foreseen

· Draft report in TRAN: 27-29 September 2010

· Adoption in TRAN: 27 October 2010

· Adoption in plenary: November 2010.

6) TRAN Committee presented with outcome of the call for proposals in the field of Air traffic management systems

Mr Paquet presented this to the TRAN Committee. In 2007 Parliament accepted that the "old" regulatory procedure, rather than the new regulatory procedure with scrutiny, would apply. In exchange for this limitation of Parliament's scrutiny, Vice-President Barrot made a commitment that the Commission would send any draft measure submitted to the regulatory committee simultaneously and directly to the BUDG and TRAN Chairs for presentation in their respective Committees. Mr Paquet explained that, in accordance with the 2010 Multi-Annual Work Programme, a €20 million call for proposal in the field of Air Traffic Management/Functional Airspace Blocks (ATM/FAB) was published on 16 February 2010, with a deadline for submission of proposals of 30 April 2010. Six proposals were submitted under the 2010 FAB/ATM call of which four were found to be eligible. The call was oversubscribed, as the total amount of TEN-T funding requested by the 6 proposals was €35,486,278, while the total available budget was €20 million. The evaluation, first by external experts then internally by an Internal Evaluation Panel composed of representatives of DG MOVE and the TEN-T Executive Agency, led to a recommendation in favour of 4 proposals related to the following FABs: FABEC, UK-Ireland FAB, NEFAB and FAB CE. Members welcomed the presentation but wanted to have more information on the selection criteria used and on the content of the proposals. Furthermore, they asked for an evaluation of the progress achieved so far in view of the 2012 deadline for establishing the FABs.

CUSTOMS 

7) Commission opens consultation on VAT collection

The European Commission has launched a public consultation to ask businesses and the public for their views on possible VAT simplifications to facilitate customs centralised clearance. "Centralised clearance" is a possibility for the importers that hold an authorisation to both declare and pay customs duties to the customs administration of their Member State of authorisation, independent from the place of import and destination of goods within the EU. However, under the present VAT rules, the importers, even using centralised clearance, would still be subject to VAT obligations in each Member State of physical arrival and destination of goods. The aim of this consultation is to obtain views on a series of solutions relating to the possible adaptations of VAT collection rules. The consultation will run until 31 October 2010. For further information see the web page.

8) Transit Manual published

The European Commission has published a consolidated version of the Transit Manual. It is available in English from the website and will eventually be published in all EU official languages.

9) Commission publishes Annual Report on EU IPR Customs actions

In 2009, EU Customs took action in 43,500 cases involving several million products suspected of being counterfeited or pirated at the external borders of the EU. This is according to the Commission’s annual report on EU Customs Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), which was published on 22 July 2010. Cigarettes, clothing and brand labels were among the main articles stopped by customs on suspicion of IPR infringements. However, products for daily use and posing a potential danger to citizens’ health, such as shampoos, toothpaste, toys, medicines or household appliances, also accounted for a significant part. The report gives statistics on the type, origin and transport method of IPR infringing products stopped at the external borders.

For further information see the press release (here), the frequently asked questions (here), the full report and the presentation.

LOGISTICS

10) Introduction of low sulphur fuel in inland navigation as from 1.1.2011 

Based on European legislation dealing with reduction of emissions, especially where inland shipping exhaust gas emissions are concerned a reduction of gas oil sulphur level to a maximum of 10 ppm as per 1st of January 2011 will be introduced in inland navigation. IVR investigated the impact of this legislation from a practical point of view which led to the publication of an IVR-Report on the impact on implementation of low sulphur fuel in seagoing vessels per 1-1-2010 and inland navigation per 01-01-2011 from a practice viewpoint. This report is available on IVR site here www.ivr.nl/report.. In order to avoid problems and damages when changing to the low sulphur fuel IVR have developed a leaflet providing information on this issue and recommendations to the barge owner.  The leaflet which is published in four languages is available on their internet site as well www.ivr.nl/leaflet. 

Source IVR

11) Freight law and International Conditions of Loading and TRANSPORTATION (ICLT)

After the entering into force of the Budapest Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland Waterways (CMNI) the Legal Committee of IVR developed the international conditions of loading and transportation which were officially introduced during the 6th IVR-Colloquium in January 2009 in Prague. 
Meanwhile those originally in the German have been translated into the English, French and Dutch. All available versions are freely available on the IVR site www.ivr.nl under legal texts
Source IVR

GENERAL MATTERS

12) EU IPR consultation on IPR protection and enforcement in third countries

In 2004, the European Commission adopted a Strategy for the Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) in Third Countries, aiming to reduce the level of IPR infringements beyond EU borders. The replies to the questions in the survey will be taken into consideration in order to allow DG TRADE to review its priorities in that area. The survey and full details can be found here http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=IPRsurvey2010. The survey will close on the 31st October 2010.

13) New open public consultations

The following public consultations have recently been opened:

· Deployment of in-vehicle emergency call – eCALL – in Europe (here - deadline 19-09-10)

· Public consultation on the impact of options currently under consideration for the revision of the Radio &Telecommunication Terminal Equipment (R&TTE) Directive (here - deadline 15-09-10)

· Consultation on the White Paper on Insurance Guarantee Schemes (here - deadline 30-11-10)

More information about these open consultations and many others is available by clicking on the following link: http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm
14) EU updates list of imports of plant origin subject to reinforced border checks 

Controls performed at European Union borders on the basis of a recently applied regulation have yielded already their first results and, as a consequence, the EU is removing some products from, while adding others to, the list of imports of plant origin that are subject to an increased level of official controls at national level. In particular, bananas from the Dominican Republic and basmati rice from India will be de-listed from the regulation's Annex I. Furthermore, herbs and spices from Thailand, paprika and chilli from Peru, curry leaves from India, noodles from China and some fruit and vegetables from Egypt are now to be included in Annex I. Regulation (EC) No. 669/2009 entered into force on January 25 2010. It provides for a set of common rules for official controls on imports of products of plant origin. Checks on documents accompanying the consignments are carried out systematically at EU borders, while physical checks are performed at a lower frequency. Increased checks are applied to find out the possible presence of a number of substances that may pose a risk to human and animal health, such as aflatoxins in nuts and pesticides in fruit and vegetables. The amendments to Annex I are now subject to the scrutiny of the European Parliament. They are expected to enter into force on October 1. For more information, please go here

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/controls/increased_checks/index_en.htm
Source Midday express

15) Member States back Commission proposed rules for auctioning of allowances

The European Commission has welcomed vote by the Climate Change Committee in support of the Commission's proposal for a Regulation governing the auctioning of emission allowances under the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS). The draft Regulation lays down the rules for auctioning emission allowances valid for the third trading period of the EU ETS starting in 2013 as well as allowances to be used by aircraft operators already as from 2012. The Commission will now submit the draft Regulation to the European Parliament and the Council for a three-month scrutiny period. From the start of the third trading period in 2013 auctioning will progressively replace free allocation as the main method for allocating allowances to all EU ETS sectors except aviation. In 2013 at least half of the total volume of allowances is expected to be auctioned. For aviation, 15% of allowances will be auctioned in 2012 and this proportion will stay the same in subsequent years.  The draft Regulation approved covers auctions of allowances valid for the third and later trading periods, including any early auctions of such allowances before 2013. In addition, the Regulation covers so-called 'aviation allowances' as from 2012 which can be used for compliance by aircraft operators only. Provided that the European Parliament and the Council do not raise objections, the Commission will adopt the Regulation once the three-month scrutiny period is over. The Commission will start the preparations for the procurement of the common auction platform, jointly with the participating Member States, without delay.

16) Carbon labels potentially misleading, study warns

Labelling consumer products with their carbon footprint is not the best approach to combating global warming as the labels at their worst increase negative environmental impacts and misleads consumers, according to European consumer organisation ANEC. A new study released by ANEC warned that the focus on CO2 may in fact distract attention from other environmental concerns, leading to increased water usage, for instance. Simply screening for global warming potential does not give a comprehensive picture of a product's sustainability and should thus be complemented with life-cycle and eco-efficiency assessments, it argued. The idea behind carbon labels is to provide consumers with information about the sum of greenhouse gases which are produced during a product's full life-cycle. But as the standardisation of product carbon footprinting is still in progress, the information from different companies is currently difficult to compare, according to ANEC. Consumers may believe that the labels are independently verified, while in reality they are nothing more than industry self-assessments, it said. Report available here http://www.anec.eu/attachments/ANEC-R&T-2010-ENV-001final.pdf 

Source Euractiv

17) ISIS Consultation launched

As mentioned in CLECAT Circular CI275, the Istituto di Studi per l’Integrazione dei Sistemi (ISIS), in cooperation with Price Waterhouse Coopers, is conducting a study for the European Commission (DG MOVE) on the role of Access Restriction Schemes (including e.g. Low Emissions Zones, charging schemes, etc.) in European cities. In this framework, a consultation has been launched to elicit the views of a wide range of stakeholders, including logistics service providers. CLECAT will not be taking part however members can feel free. The questionnaire can be consulted at the following link:

http://www.isis-it.net/survey5/TakeSurvey.asp?SurveyID=31L3l3L07o851
18) TRAN Concern about TEN-T cuts

Members expressed concern about Council plans to cut funds for TEN-T, Agencies and transport-related research. Mr Riquet introduced his draft opinion, noting the limited scope for increased spending, in view of the limits imposed by the Financial Perspective, which conflicted with the contribution transport investment could make towards economic recovery. Although the Council’s final position was not yet available, the figures emerging from COREPER showed substantial cuts for many programmes. The situation of the Agencies was a particular concern as their role was to implement policies decided by Parliament and Council. They could not be expected to take on additional tasks whilst facing budget cuts. The Shadow Rapporteurs broadly endorsed the proposed approach including the idea of a pilot project to promote an electronic information and booking system covering all modes of transport. There was also discussion of how best to integrate different sources of EU funding for transport and the scope for new initiatives on tourism now that the Treaty of Lisbon provided a legal base for Union action. Timetable foreseen:

· Deadline for amendments: 23 July 2010

· Adoption in TRAN: 2 September 2010

· Adoption in BUDG: 28-30 September 2010

· Adoption in plenary: October 2010.

19) Foreign Ministers meet 

EU Foreign ministers will meet at 11.30 on Monday morning to discuss external relations issues, focusing in particular on the Western Balkans, Gaza and the Middle East Peace Process, Iran and Sudan. The working lunch will be devoted to the latest in a series of discussions on the EU's relations with its strategic partners, focusing this time on India and Brazil. Of interest, the Council will continue its discussion on the Iranian nuclear programme and the EU measures to be adopted in pursuit of UN Security Council Resolution 1929/2010 imposing a fourth round of sanctions. The Council is expected to adopt a package of restrictive measures to be imposed on Iran in the areas of trade, financial services, energy and transport and also a regulation extending the list of entities and individuals subject to an assets freeze. Full details here http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/115908.pdf 

20) Belgian and SPANISH PRESIDENCY meet with TRAN Committee 

José Blanco López, Minister of Public Works and Transport, came to the Committee to present a summary of the Spanish Presidency's work over the last six months. He highlighted a number of successes for the Presidency, including 

· air accident investigations

· intelligent transport systems

· ship reporting formalities

· maritime and inland waterways passenger rights

· a rail network for competitive freight and transportable pressure equipment

Etienne Schouppe, State Secretary for Mobility presented the priorities of the Belgian Presidency including:

· Safety and security in all modes of transport

· Implementation of the Action Plan on urban mobility

· Discussion on the "Future of Transport 2010-2020" which will materialise in a White Paper later in 2010; the Belgian Presidency intends to orient the debate by promoting a multi-modal approach;

· Revisiting the TEN-T policy in fully respecting sustainability, in setting out the right methodology and in setting up a truly integrated TEN-T network of

· European added value

· the Belgian Presidency is committed to making progress on the revision of the Eurovignette Directive. 

Full details can be found in CLECAT Circular CI285

21) Commission launches Consultation for Green Paper on European Contract Law 

The purpose of the Green Paper is to set out the options on how to strengthen the internal market by making progress in the area of European Contract Law, and launch a public consultation on them. Depending on the evaluation of the results of the consultation, the Commission could propose further action by 2012. CLECAT is not looking to participate unless directed otherwise by Members. Details for those who wish to get involved can be found here http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/news/consulting_public/news_consulting_0052_en.htm 

22) Decisions on mergers & State aid

22.1. Commission approves the acquisition of Giraud by Geodis

The European Commission has approved the acquisition by Geodis, which belongs to the SNCF group, of sole control of Giraud, an international road freight group. Geodis is a global logistics chain and goods transport operator that is active mainly in France. It is a subsidiary of SNCF-P, a holding company that manages SNCF's shareholdings, particularly with regard to rail freight transport, combined transport, freight wagon hire, resource management and port handling. Giraud is an international road freight group active in commissioning freight forwarding, logistics and road freight services in Europe. By the notified transaction, Geodis aims to acquire sole control of the four areas of the Giraud group's activity (central and eastern Europe, steel industry, northern Europe and France, and southern Europe). There are no significant overlaps between the parties' activities. The proposed transaction will result in a vertical relationship between, on the one hand, SNCF's rail freight transport services and, on the other, Giraud's land‑based freight forwarding activities (including freight forwarding by rail and road). The Commission has examined the effects of the proposed transaction and confirmed that there would be no incentive for SNCF to restrict access to its rail transport services following the merger because Giraud specialises in commissioning road transport, and because there are strong competitors in the freight forwarding sector who are important clients of SNCF. More information on the case is available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_5877
22.2. Commission approves merger between British Airways and Iberia

The European Commission has cleared under the EU Merger Regulation the proposed merger between British Airways of the UK and Iberia of Spain, both active in air passenger and cargo transport and related services. The Commission concluded that the transaction would not significantly impede effective competition in the European Economic Area (EEA) or any substantial part of it. British Airways and Iberia provides scheduled air passenger and cargo transport as well as related services. Further information will be available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_5747
Source Midday Express

22.3. Commission opens in-depth investigation into aid to French aeronautic suppliers

The European Commission has opened a formal investigation procedure under EU State aid rules into the French 'Aero 2008' measure, which offers exchange rate risk insurance to companies supplying parts to aircraft manufacturers. The Commission doubts that the insurance is provided on market terms and, if it is not, that it is in line with EU State aid rules.

23) Brief News

23.1. Romania has EU's deadliest roads, study reveals

EU newcomers Romania and Malta are the only member states in which the number of deaths road traffic accidents in 2009 was greater than in 2001, a study reveals. Romania has the highest mortality rate in the EU as a proportion of its population, the study by the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) shows. The report indicates that Romanian roads are eight times more dangerous than their Swedish counterparts. The mortality rate on Romanian roads is 130 people per million inhabitants per year, in a country whose population is 21.5 million. The second-worst case is Greece with 129 people per million, followed by Poland (120) and Bulgaria (118). At the opposite extreme, the lowest mortality rates were registered in Sweden (39) and the UK (40). In 2009, 2,796 people died on Romanian roads, compared to 2,454 in 2001, representing an increase of 14%.

Source Euractiv

23.2. NGOs upset at EU-Brazil plans to develop biofuels in Africa

EU and Brazilian leaders are set to announce a new "triangular co-operation" initiative, under which they will aim to work together in some of the world's poorest countries, but NGOs say the duo's scheme is self-centred and will simply make conditions worse. At a bilateral summit in Brasilia on Wednesday (14 July), European Council President Herman Van Rompuy, European Commission chief Jose Manuel Barroso and Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva are to agree to co-operate on a range of different projects in Portuguese speaking parts of Africa, Haiti and East Timor in the coming years. But as EU and Brazilian officials prepare to start studies on how best to develop bioethanol, biodiesel and bioelectricity projects in Mozambique - already a leading African producer of biofuels - environmental groups say the initiative will simply serve to displace people from their land and exacerbate food shortages. Development NGOs such as ActionAid have also criticised the EU's biofuel target which demands that 10 percent of transport fuel come from renewable energy by 2020. Studies suggest that a third of the land sold or acquired in Africa, some five million hectares or an area greater than the size of Denmark, is intended for fuel crops.

23.3. Commission proposal for Regulation of transporting euro cash by road

The Commission has adopted a proposal for an EU Regulation to lift regulatory obstacles to professional cross-border transportation of euro cash by road between euro-area Member States. Paradoxically enough, professional transportation of euro cash between Member States within the euro area is still governed by national laws. Due to the strong differences between national legislations in this area it is generally very difficult to transport euro banknotes and coins across borders on a professional basis and very little cross-border land transportation therefore takes place. That euro banknotes and coins cannot circulate and be transported as freely as possible within the euro area goes against the logic of the single currency. After extensive consultations with stakeholders and Member States' experts, the Commission is therefore putting forward a proposal for a set of common EU rules that will apply to all professional cross-border transports of euro cash by road. National rules will remain in force for domestic transports of euro cash. More information is available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/articles/euro/2010-07-14-cross-border-cash_en.htm
Source Midday Express

23.4. Ombudsman: Commission reacted late to risks from Brazilian beef imports

The European Ombudsman, P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, has criticised the European Commission for its delay in imposing restrictions on Brazilian beef imports in 2008, in order to deal with risks from foot and mouth disease. However, he rejected a call from a federation of British and Irish farm organisations that the Commission should have imposed a complete ban on Brazilian beef as from 2007. The Commission explained that deficiencies had indeed been identified in the Brazilian beef control systems in November 2007. As a consequence, it imposed stringent import restrictions on Brazilian beef, but considered an outright ban to be unnecessary. The Ombudsman concluded that the decision not to impose a ban was justified by the available evidence. However, he criticised the delay in restricting beef imports from unapproved farms in Brazil between February and March 2008. Furthermore, the Ombudsman called on the Commission to continue its regular inspections outside the EU to ensure that the necessary standards of animal and public health are in fact respected.

23.5. EU unveils multi-billion research fund to boost economy

The EU commissioner for research and innovation, Ireland's Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, announced nearly €6.4 billion of investment in research and development to be spent by the end of 2011. The package, described as Europe's biggest ever investment drive in the sector, aims to increase European competitiveness and help tackle EU priorities such as climate change, energy, food security, health and the ageing population. Covering a range of scientific disciplines, public policy areas and commercial sectors, the package also earmarks more than €1.2 billion towards boosting information and communication technology (ICT) research. More than €1.3 billion will be reserved for the best creative scientists selected by the European Research Council, and SMEs will receive close to €800 million.

Source Euractiv

24) Interesting publications

Eyefortransport Q&A with Patrick McGivern – SVP Global Supply Chain at Verifone – and Mike Madeleine – America’s Freight & Logistics Manager at EMC Corporation. See here for the discussion Q&A Responses
A link to the Commission e-Maritime Stakeholder Conference, displaying the stakeholder statements, the recordings (including downloadable slides), the report and the list of participants is available here 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/maritime/e-maritime_en.htm 
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